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Abstract We provide an overview of the aerodynamic and
FSI analysis of wind turbines the first three authors’ teams
carried out in recent years with the ALE-VMS and ST-
VMS methods. The ALE-VMS method is the variational
multiscale version of the Arbitrary Lagrangian—Eulerian
(ALE) method. The VMS components are from the residual-
based VMS (RBVMS) method. The ST-VMS method is the
VMS version of the Deforming-Spatial-Domain/Stabilized
Space-Time (DSD/SST) method. The techniques comple-
menting these core methods include weak enforcement of
the essential boundary conditions, NURBS-based isogeo-
metric analysis, using NURBS basis functions in temporal
representation of the rotor motion, mesh motion and also
in remeshing, rotation representation with constant angular
velocity, Kirchhoff—-Love shell modeling of the rotor-blade
structure, and full FSI coupling. The analysis cases include
the aerodynamics of standalone wind-turbine rotors, wind-
turbine rotor and tower, and the FSI that accounts for the
deformation of the rotor blades. The specific wind turbines
considered are NREL 5SMW, NREL Phase VI and Micon
65/13M, all at full scale, and our analysis for NREL Phase
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1 Introduction

Countries around the world are putting substantial effort
into the development of wind energy technologies. The am-
bitious wind energy goals put pressure on the wind en-
ergy industry research and development to significantly en-
hance the current wind generation capabilities in a short
period of time and decrease the associated costs. This
calls for transformative concepts and designs (e.g., float-
ing offshore wind turbines) that must be created and ana-
lyzed with high-precision methods and tools. These include
complex-geometry, 3D, time-dependent, multi-physics pre-
dictive simulation methods and software that will play an
increasingly important role as the demand for wind energy
Srows.

Currently most wind-turbine aerodynamics and aeroe-
lasticity simulations are performed using low-fidelity meth-
ods, such as the Blade Element Momentum (BEM) theory
for the rotor aerodynamics employed in conjunction with
simplified structural models of the wind-turbine blades and
tower (see, e.g., [1; 2]). These methods are very fast to im-
plement and execute. However, the cases involving unsteady
flow, turbulence, 3D details of the wind-turbine blade and
tower geometry, and other similarly-important features, are
beyond their range of applicability.

To obtain high-fidelity predictive simulation results for
wind turbines, 3D modeling is essential. However, simula-



tion of wind turbines at full scale engenders a number of
challenges: the flow is fully turbulent, requiring highly ac-
curate methods and increased grid resolution. The presence
of fluid boundary layers, where turbulence is created, com-
plicates the situation further. Wind-turbine blades are long
and slender structures, with complex distribution of mate-
rial properties, for which the numerical approach must have
good approximation properties and avoid locking. Wind-
turbine simulations involve moving and stationary compo-
nents, and the fluid—structure coupling must be accurate, ef-
ficient and robust to preclude divergence of the computa-
tions. These explain the current, modest nature of the state-
of-the-art in wind-turbine simulations.

Fluid—structure interaction (FSI) simulations at full scale
are essential for accurate modeling of wind turbines. The
motion and deformation of the wind-turbine blades depend
on the wind speed and air flow, and the air flow patterns de-
pend on the motion and deformation of the blades. In order
to simulate the coupled problem, the equations governing
the air flow and the blade motions and deformations need
to be solved simultaneously, with proper kinematic and dy-
namic conditions coupling the two physical systems. With-
out that the modeling cannot be realistic: unsteady blade de-
formation affects aerodynamic efficiency and noise genera-
tion, and response to wind gusts. Flutter analysis of large
blades operating in offshore environments is of great impor-
tance and cannot be accomplished without FSI.

In recent years, several attempts were made to address
the above mentioned challenges and to raise the fidelity and
predictability levels of wind-turbine simulations. Standalone
aerodynamics simulations of wind-turbine configurations in
3D were reported in [3; 4; 5; 6; 7; 8], while standalone struc-
tural analyses of rotor blades of complex geometry and ma-
terial composition, but under assumed wind-load conditions
or wind-load conditions coming from separate aerodynamic
computations were reported in [9; 10; 11; 12; 13; 14]. In a
recent work [15] it was shown that coupled FSI modeling
and simulation of wind turbines is important for accurately
predicting their mechanical behavior at full scale.

We feel that in order to address the above mentioned
challenges one should employ a combination of numerical
techniques, which are general, accurate, robust and efficient
for the targeted class of problems. Such techniques are sum-
marized in what follows and are described in greater detail
in the body of this review paper.

Isogeometric Analysis (IGA), first introduced in [16] and
further expanded on in [17; 18; 19; 20; 21; 22; 23; 24;
25; 26; 27; 28], is adopted as the geometry modeling and
simulation framework for wind turbines in some of the ex-
amples presented in this paper. We use the IGA based on
NURBS (non-uniform rational B-splines), which are more
efficient than standard finite elements for representing com-
plex, smooth geometries, such as wind-turbine blades. The
IGA was successfully employed for computation of turbu-
lent flows [29; 30; 31; 32; 33; 34], nonlinear structures
[35; 36; 37; 38; 39; 13], and FSI [40; 41; 42; 43], and, in
most cases, gave a clear advantage over standard low-order

finite elements in terms of solution accuracy per-degree-
of-freedom. This is in part attributable to the higher-order
smoothness of the basis functions employed. Flows about
rotating components are naturally handled in an isogeomet-
ric framework because all conic sections, and in particular,
circular and cylindrical shapes, are represented exactly [44].

The blade structure is governed by the isogeometric
rotation-free shell formulation with the aid of the bending-
strip method [13]. The method is appropriate for thin-shell
structures comprised of multiple C'- or higher-order con-
tinuous surface patches that are joined or merged with con-
tinuity no greater than C°. The Kirchhoff-Love shell the-
ory that relies on higher-order continuity of the basis func-
tions is employed in the patch interior as in [39]. Although
NURBS-based IGA is employed in this work, other dis-
cretizations such as T-splines [24; 23] or subdivision sur-
faces [45; 46; 47], are perfectly suited for the proposed struc-
tural modeling method.

In addition, an isogeometric representation of the
analysis-suitable geometry can be used in generating tetra-
hedral and hexahedral meshes for computations with the
finite element method (FEM). In this paper, we use tetra-
hedral meshes generated that way in wind-turbine com-
putations with the ALE-VMS and ST-VMS methods. The
ALE-VMS method [42; 6] is the variational multiscale
(VMS) version of the Arbitrary Lagrangian—Eulerian (ALE)
method [48]. The VMS components are from the residual-
based VMS (RBVMS) method given in [49; 50; 29;
34]. The ST-VMS method [51; 52] is the VMS version
of the Deforming-Spatial-Domain/Stabilized Space—Time
(DSD/SST) method [53; 54; 55; 56; 57]. Earlier it was called
“DSD/SST-VMST” (i.e. the version with the VMS turbu-
lence model) in [51]. For comparison purposes, we also re-
port in this paper results from the original DSD/SST formu-
lation, which was was named “DSD/SST-SUPS” in [51] (i.e.
the version with the SUPG/PSPG stabilization), which was
also called “ST-SUPS” in [58].

The ALE-VMS method originated from the RBVMS
formulation of incompressible turbulent flows proposed
in [29] for stationary meshes, and may be thought of as
an extension of the RBVMS method to moving meshes. As
such, it was presented for the first time in [42] in the con-
text of FSI. Although ALE-VMS gave reasonably good re-
sults for several important turbulent flows, it was evident
in [29; 32] that to obtain accurate results for wall-bounded
turbulent flows the method required relatively fine resolu-
tion of the boundary layers. This fact makes ALE-VMS a
somewhat costly technology for full-scale wall-bounded tur-
bulent flows at high Reynolds numbers, which are charac-
teristic of the present application. For this reason, weakly-
enforced essential boundary condition formulation was in-
troduced in [59], which significantly improved the perfor-
mance of the ALE-VMS formulation in the presence of un-
resolved boundary layers [30; 31; 34]. The weak boundary
condition formulation may be thought of as an extension
of Nitsche’s method [60] to the Navier—Stokes equations
of incompressible flows. Another interpretation of the weak



boundary condition formulation is that it is a discontinuous
Galerkin (DG) method (see, e.g., [61]), where the continuity
of the basis functions is enforced everywhere in the domain
interior, but not at the domain boundary.

The DSD/SST formulation was introduced in [53; 54,
55] as a general-purpose interface-tracking (moving-mesh)
technique for flows with moving boundaries and inter-
faces, including FSI and flows with moving objects. Its sta-
bilization components are the Streamline-Upwind/Petrov-
Galerkin (SUPG) [62] and Pressure-Stabilizing/Petrov-
Galerkin (PSPG) [53; 63] stabilizations. It also includes
the “LSIC” (least-squares on incompressibility constraint)
stabilization. Some of the earliest FSI computations with
the DSD/SST formulation were reported in [64] for vortex-
induced vibrations of a cylinder and in [65] for flow-induced
vibrations of a flexible, cantilevered pipe (1D structure with
3D flow). The DSD/SST formulation has been used ex-
tensively in 3D computations of parachute FSI, starting
with the 3D computations reported in [66] and evolving
to computations with direct coupling [67]. New versions
of the DSD/SST formulation introduced in [57] are the
core technologies of the Stabilized ST FSI (SSTFSI) tech-
nique, which was also introduced in [57]. The ST-VMS
method and SSTFSI technique, combined with a number
of special techniques (see [68; 69; 70; 71] and references
therein) have been used in some of the most challenging
parachute FSI computations (see [68; 72; 73; 74] and refer-
ences therein)), and also in a good number of patient-specific
cardiovascular FSI and fluid mechanics computations (see
[69; 70; 71; 75] and references therein). Computations with
the SSTFSI technique also received a substantial attention
in research related to iterative solution of large linear sys-
tems [76; 77].

In application of the DSD/SST formulation to flows with
moving objects, the Shear—Slip Mesh Update Method (SS-
MUM) [78; 79; 80] has been very instrumental. The SS-
MUM was first introduced for computation of flow around
two high-speed trains passing each other in a tunnel (see
[78]). The challenge was to accurately and efficiently update
the meshes used in computations based on the DSD/SST
formulation and involving two objects in fast, linear rela-
tive motion. The idea behind the SSMUM was to restrict
the mesh moving and remeshing to a thin layer of elements
between the objects in relative motion. The mesh update at
each time step can be accomplished by a “shear” deforma-
tion of the elements in this layer, followed by a “slip” in
node connectivities. The slip in the node connectivities, to
an extent, un-does the deformation of the elements and re-
sults in elements with better shapes than those that were
shear-deformed. Because the remeshing consists of simply
re-defining the node connectivities, both the projection er-
rors and the mesh generation cost are minimized. A few
years after the high-speed train computations, the SSMUM
was implemented for objects in fast, rotational relative mo-
tion and applied to computation of flow past a rotating pro-
peller [79] and flow around a helicopter with its rotor in mo-
tion [80].

The ST-VMS method was successfully tested on com-
putation of wind-turbine rotor aerodynamics in [7; 81; 82].
Those computations did not include a wind-turbine tower,
and therefore a mesh update method was not required. In
[83], the ST-VMS method was applied to computation of
wind-turbine rotor and tower aerodynamics. The presence
of a tower requires a mesh update method that can han-
dle the fast, rotational relative motion between the rotor and
tower. The SSMUM would have been an option, but we de-
cided to use a mesh update method that is more general. We
use NURBS basis functions for the temporal representation
of the rotor motion, mesh motion and also in remeshing.
This is essentially the same computational technology used
in the ST-VMS computations of flapping-wing aerodynam-
ics reported in [84; 85; 86; 87]. We named it “ST/NURBS
Mesh Update Method (STNMUM)” in [83]. The motion of
the rotor surface mesh created from the NURBS geometry
is represented by quadratic temporal NURBS basis func-
tions, with sufficient number of temporal patches for one
rotation. This enables us to represent the circular paths as-
sociated with the rotor motion exactly and, with a “sec-
ondary mapping” [51; 84; 52; 58], specify a constant an-
gular velocity corresponding to the invariant speeds along
those paths. Given the motion of the surface mesh, we com-
pute meshes that serve as temporal-control points. This is
done by creating with an automatic mesh generator a new
mesh at the central control point of the temporal patch, and
computing the meshes at the other two control points by us-
ing the mesh moving technique [88; 89; 90; 91; 57] devel-
oped earlier in conjunction with the DSD/SST method. The
STNMUM allows us to do mesh computations with longer
time in between, but get the mesh-related information for
each ST slab, such as the coordinates and their time deriva-
tives, from the temporal representation whenever we need.
This approach where the mesh-related information is com-
puted “directly” was called in [83] “Direct Temporal Repre-
sentation (DTR).” In an alternative approach, we can obtain
the mesh-related data after first computing the finite element
meshes associated with each ST slab by interpolation from
the temporal NURBS representation of the mesh. This ap-
proach was called “Interpolated-Mesh Temporal Represen-
tation (IMTR).” in [83]. For better mesh resolution, we use
layers of thin elements near the blade surfaces. These layers
of elements are created with a special mesh generation pro-
cess and are not part of what we create with the automatic
mesh generation process. They undergo rigid-body motion
with the rotor. Despite the fast, rotational relative motion be-
tween the rotor and tower, the computations reported in [83]
were carried out by using an automatic mesh generator only
a total of 6 times during an entire computation.

In Section 2, we review the methods for the aerodynam-
ics parts of this work, namely, the ALE-VMS and ST-VMS
methods. We also describe, for the ST-VMS computations,
a method with NURBS basis functions in temporal repre-
sentation of the rotor motion with constant angular veloc-
ity and a recently-developed element length definition for
the diffusion-dominated limits of the stabilization parame-



ters. In addition, for the ALE-VMS computations, we de-
scribe the formulation for weakly-enforced essential bound-
ary conditions. In Section 3, we provide a description of
the wind-turbine rotor geometry modeling and summarize
the aerodynamics computations for the SMW wind-turbine
rotor defined in [2]. The results presented are from refer-
ence [6] and include simulations using the FEM-based ST-
VMS method. In Section 4, we present the sliding-interface
formulation from [44; 92; 93], which enables the simula-
tion of rotor-tower interaction. The formulation was used
in [93] for ALE-VMS aerodynamic simulations of the Na-
tional Renewable Energy Lab (NREL) Phase VI wind tur-
bine (see [94]) for comparison to the extensive set of experi-
mental data available for this test case. We also present those
simulations in Section 4. In Section 5, we describe, from
[83], the FEM-based ST-VMS computations of the wind-
turbine rotor and tower aerodynamics. NURBS basis func-
tions are used in temporal representation of the rotor and
volume mesh motion and in remeshing. In Section 6, we re-
view the structural mechanics formulation, which is based
on the Kirchhoff-Love thin-shell theory and the bending-
strip method (see [39; 13; 15]). The FSI coupling is de-
scribed in Section 7, where we also provide a discussion
of the mesh motion procedures employed in the FSI sim-
ulations of the Micon 65/13M wind turbine reported in Sec-
tion 8, which was reported earlier in [95]. In Section 9, we
present a method for pre-bending of wind-turbine blades,
which was recently proposed in [14]. We end with conclud-
ing remarks in Section 10.

2 ALE-VMS and ST-VMS Formulations of the
Navier-Stokes Equations of Incompressible Flows

2.1 Continuous Problem

Let Q, € R™, d = 2,3, be the spatial domain of the aero-
dynamics problem with boundary I at time ¢ € (0, 7). The
subscript ¢ indicates that the fluid mechanics spatial domain
is time-dependent. The Navier—Stokes equations of incom-
pressible flows ! in the ALE frame may be written on €, and
Vte (0,T) as

a_u
pét

+(u—ﬁ)-Vu—f)—V-a'=0,

V-u=0, ()
where p, u, and f are the density, velocity and the external
force, respectively, and the stress tensor o is defined as

o (u,p) = —pl+2ue(u). 2

Here p is the pressure, I is the identity tensor, y is the dy-
namic viscosity, and &€ (u) is the strain-rate tensor given by

g() = % (Vu + VuT). 3)

! Although aerodynamic phenomena are generally described
using the Navier—Stokes equations of compressible flows, the
incompressible-flow assumption is valid for the present application.

In Eq. (1), the notation | implies that the time derivative is

taken with respect to a fixed referential-domain spatial coor-
dinates X, and 1 is the velocity of the fluid domain ;. The
spatial gradients are taken with respect to the spatial coordi-
nates x of the current configuration.

2.2 ALE-VMS Method

The ALE-VMS formulation of the continuum aerodynamics
formulation is given as follows: find u" € S} and p" € S5,

such that Yw" € V! and Yq" € V'

N ou”

fg,w 'p(ﬁfc
R\ . hoh _ h ph
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o

e=1

He] h
- Z f VTW : (TSUPSI'M (uh»Ph))
e=1 t
® (zsupstu (u”, p")) d2 =0. 4)

Here ©Q, is divided into ng spatial finite element subdomains
denoted by €. The finite-dimensional trial function spaces
S for the velocity and SZ for the pressure, as well as the

corresponding test function spaces V" and ‘VZ are assumed
to be of equal order. In Eq. (4), h is the natural boundary
condition, (1) is the part of the boundary where we specify
that natural boundary condition, @” is the mesh velocity, and
ry and re are the residuals of the momentum and continuity
(incompressibility constraint) equations, given as

rv(u’, p) =

+ (u" - ﬁh) V' - f”) -V.o (u",p") (5)

and
re(u”, phy =V -u".

(6)

Also in Eq. (4), Tsups and v gic are the stabilization param-
eters defined in [42] as

4

-12
— (uh _ﬁh) . (}(uh - ﬁ”) +Cp°G: G)

)

TSups = (



and
visic = (rG tsups) ', (®)
where
d
trG = Z Gii )
P

is the trace of the element metric tensor G, At is the time-
step size, and Cy is a positive constant, independent of the
mesh size, derived from an appropriate element-wise inverse
estimate (see, e.g., [96; 97; 98]).

Remark 1 The stabilization parameters Tsyps and vy sic in
the above equations originate from stabilized finite element
methods for fluid dynamics (see, e.g., [62; 99; 100; 101;
102; 56]). The notation “SUPS,” introduced in [51], indi-
cates that there is a single stabilization parameter for the
SUPG and PSPG stabilizations, instead of two separate pa-
rameters. The notation “LSIC”, introduced in [102], de-
notes the stabilization based on least-squares on the incom-
pressibility constraint. The stabilization parameters were
designed and studied extensively in the context of stabilized
finite element formulations of linear model problems of di-
rect relevance to fluid mechanics. These model problems in-
clude advection—diffusion and Stokes equations. The design
of Tsups and visic is such that optimal convergence with re-
spect to the mesh size and polynomial order of discretiza-
tion is attained for these cases. Furthermore, enhanced sta-
bility for advection-dominated flows and the ability to con-
veniently employ the same basis functions for velocity and
pressure variables for incompressible flow are some of the
attractive outcomes of this method. More recently, the stabi-
lization parameters were derived in the context of the vari-
ational multiscale methods [49; 103] and were interpreted
as the appropriate averages of the small-scale Green’s func-
tion, a key mathematical object in the theory of VMS meth-
ods (see [104] for an elaboration).

Remark 2 The ALE-VMS formulation is a moving-mesh
extension of the RBVMS turbulence modeling technique
proposed for stationary meshes in [29]. It was also pre-
sented in [42] for moving meshes in the context of FSI. Re-
cently, a VMS version of the DSD/SST formulation, which
is called both DSD/SST-VMST and ST-VMS, was introduced
in [51; 52] for computations with moving meshes (see next
subsection).

2.3 ST-VMS Method

In the DSD/SST method (see, e.g., [53; 54; 55; 56; 57; 51,
52]), the finite element formulation is written over a se-
quence of N ST slabs Q,, where Q, is the slice of the ST
domain between the time levels #, and 1, (see Figure 1).
At each time step, the integrations are performed over Q,.
The ST finite element interpolation functions are continu-
ous within a ST slab, but discontinuous from one ST slab to
another. The notation (-); and ()} will denote the function
values at f,, as approached from below and above. Each Q,

tn—i—l ) Qn-H
Qn P’ﬂ

tn; Qn

Fig. 1 ST slab in an abstract representation (top) and in a 2D context
(bottom).

is decomposed into elements Q¢, where e = 1,2,. .., (1e)),.
The subscript n used with ng is for the general case where
the number of ST elements may change from one ST slab to
another. The essential and natural boundary conditions are
enforced over (P,), and (P, )y, the complementary subsets of
the lateral boundary of the ST slab. The finite element trial

function spaces S" for velocity and Sl; for pressure, and the
test function spaces V) and V) = S}, are defined by using,
over Q,, first-order polynomials in space and time.

The conservative form of the ST-VMS method is written
as follows: given (u"),, find u" € S" and p" € 8", such that

2 Although the trial and test function spaces for the ALE and ST
formulations are different, to avoid introducing extra notation, we use
the same symbols to denote these objects in both cases.
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The stabilization parameters Tsyps and v gic can be cal-
culated using the definitions given by Egs. (7)—(9). However,
the definitions that are commonly used with the DSD/SST
formulation are those given in [56]:

1
1 1 \?
TSUPS=(2—+ 5 ) , an
TSUGN]Z TSUGN3
Te -1
en aN
TsuoNiz = [Z; _[a + uh -VN, ) s (12)
p
hZ
Tsuons = %’ (13)
Nen -1
P =2[Z |r-VNa|) : (14)
a=1
Vi[u|
r=———, (15)
| Vi ]
and in [57]:
_ h oAl
visic = Tsups [u” =@, (16)

where n,, is the number of (ST) element nodes, and N, is the
ST shape function associated with the ST node a. As an al-
ternative to the construction of Tsyps as given by Eqs. (11)—
(15), another option was introduced in [57]. In that option,
Tsups 18 constructed based on separate definitions for the

advection-dominated and transient-dominated limits:
1

( ! + ] + ] )_2 (17)
TSups = s
TgUGN 1 TgUGN2 TgUGN3
Nen -1
Tsuent = (Z |(llh - ﬁh) -VN, ] , (18)
a=1
At (19)

Tsuana = ? .

It was noted in [57] that separating Ty, into its advection-
and transient-dominated components as given by Egs. (18)—
(19) is equivalent to excluding the ﬁg;“ P part of ‘39,'“ in
Eq. (12), making that the definition for 7y, and accounting

for e P in the definition for 7y given by Eq. (19). Here §

ot
is the vector of element coordinates, and %l ¢
% .- Both notations for the same partial derivative are kept
in the interest of backward compatibility with prior articles.
For more ways of calculating Tsyps and v sic, see [102; 56;
105; 106; 107; 108; 109; 110; 33; 111; 112; 113].

Remark 3 The 6th and 7th terms of the ST-VMS method,
given by Eq. (10), are the SUPG/PSPG and LSIC sta-
bilization terms, respectively. If we exclude the last two
terms in Eq. (10), the method reduces to the original
DSD/SST method (with the advection term retained in the
conservation-law form) under the condition Tpspg = TSUPG-
This original method is now called both DSD/SST-SUPS and
ST-SUPS.

For completeness, we also provide here the ST-SUPS
method (from [56]): given (u");, find u" € S} and p" € S5,
such that Yw" € V! and Yq" € V:

h
f wh p(aalt +uh-Vuh—fh)dQ

is equivalent to

n

+ f gw") : o(u", p"ydQ - w' - h'"dp

X (Pun
" f th . llth + fQ (Wh):: .p((uh);r - (uh)r_l) dQe

(e1)n h
1 ow

+ § f - [TSUPGP (— +u’ 'VWh) + TPSPGth] -rvdQ
o p ot

(Me)n
+ Z f ovisicV - WhredQ = 0. (20)
o

e=1

Remark 4 One of the main differences between the ALE
and ST forms of the VMS method is that the ST form re-
tains the fine-scale time derivative term ‘%l ¢ Dropping this

term is called the “quasi-static” assumption (see [6] for the
terminology). This is the same as the “WTSE” option in the
DSD/SST formulation (see Remark 2 of [57]). We believe
that this makes a significant difference, especially when the
polynomial orders in space or time are higher (see [51]).

Remark S5 With the function spaces defined in the para-
graph preceding Eq. (10), for each ST slab velocity and pres-
sure assume double unknown values at each spatial node.
One value corresponds to the lower end of the slab, and the
other one the upper end. In [57], the option of using double
unknown values at a spatial node is called “DV” for velocity
and “DP” for pressure. In this case, as pointed out in [57],
we use two integration points over the time interval of the ST
slab, and this time-itegration option is called “TIP2”. This
version of the DSD/SST formulation, with the options set DV,
DP and TIP2, is called “DSD/SST-DP”.



2.4 Rotation Representation with Constant Angular
Velocity

This subsection, which is related to the ST-VMS computa-
tions, is from [83]. We use quadratic NURBS functions, as
described in [51; 84; 52; 58], to represent a circular arc. We
discretize time and position as follows:

Nent

1= T"OLO". @1
a=1
X = i T (0.(0)x". (22)

a=1

Here ney, is the number of temporal element nodes, 7 is the
basis function, @,(6) and ©,(6) are the secondary mappings
for time and position, and * and x* are the time and posi-
tion values corresponding to the basis function 7¢. The ba-
sis functions could be finite element or NURBS basis func-
tions. For the circular arc, ne,, = 3 and they are quadratic
NURBS. The secondary mapping concept above was intro-
duced in [51], and the velocity can be expressed as follows:

e, Te, -1
d ent dTa d ent dT(l d
(B S it e
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dx TNent dre Hent dTe -1 d6. do
T ‘ " * ) (4
dr [azl d@xx ][; d@t ] ( de d@,) (24)

Thus, the speed along the path can be specified only by mod-
ifying the secondary mapping. For a circular arc, two meth-
ods were introduced in [84; 52] and also described in [58];
one is modifying the secondary mapping for position and
the other one is modifying both such that g—g is constant. We
note that, in theory, the secondary mapping selections do not
make any difference as long as the relationship ggf is the
same.

In our implementation, to keep the process general, we
search for the parametric coordinate € by using an iterative
solution method [84; 52; 58]. We use the latter set of the
secondary mappings, having constant g—(’,.

Remark 6 When we use a secondary mapping for dis-
cretization of unknowns, the selection of the mappings af-
fects the numerical integration accuracy in the physical do-
main.

For the IMTR, we find the parametric coordinate corre-
sponding to each time level and interpolate the position to
obtain the corresponding mesh. For the DTR, we first calcu-
late time corresponding to each integration point, including
the time step size because of the jump term, and then calcu-
late @, and O, to interpolate the position and velocity from
Egs. (22) and (24).

2.5 Element Length Definition for the Diffusion-Dominated
Limit

This subsection, which is related to the ST-VMS com-
putations, is from [83]. The element length definition for
the diffusion-dominated limit is used in calculating the
diffusion-dominated limit of the stabilization parameters
TsupG, TpspG and Tsyps, and, directly or indirectly (through
Tsups), in calculating all options of vigic except for the
“TGI” option, which is given by Eq. (8). That includes the
option that was defined in [81] as a component of the “LHC”
option, which was named in [58] “HRGN"":

2
hRGN

TSUPS

VLSIC-HRGN = (25)

In the expression for r given by Eq. (15), V|[u”|| is calculated
as

Ry — RI2\EY — 1 hl|?
Vi _V(”u ” ) )_ 2||uh||v(||u || )’ (26)
o
Viu'|| = Vo' - —, 7
[[u|
resulting in
h . yh
Vu" - u 28)

r=——.
(IVu’ - u’|

This expression becomes ill defined when Vu” - u” = 0.
We introduce a new element length definition for the
diffusion-dominated limit:

1
1Y?2
hroNT = [Z W,Z?] >

i=1 i

(29)

where h; > 0 is element length for the i direction, w; > 0 is
the weight for that direction, n is the number of directions,
and

(30)

Zn:w,- =1.
i=1

Equation (29) is well defined if the element length for at least
one of the directions is nonzero.

We define the element length and weight for each of the
n directions based on an ngyxn tensor R:

Hen -1
hi = 2||R,»||(Z IR; VNa|] : 31)
a=1
IR
W= o (32)
IR]



where R; is the i”* column vector of R, the vector norm is
L?, and the matrix norm is Frobenius. From Egs. (29), (31)
and (32) we obtain

=

hrant = 2|R]| , (33)

i=1

which is well defined if at least one of the column vectors is
nonzero. We propose to define the tensor R as
R; =Vuy;, (34)
with n = ny. If all column vectors are zero, which implies
uniformness in the flow field, to make the expression for
hront Well defined, we define R as
R; =VN;, (35)
with n = ne,. The following is a brief justification for
Eq. (35). Suppose where there is uniformness in the flow
field we change only one coefficient, (up);, which means that
the solution gradient is in the VN,, direction. Therefore, it is
reasonable to assume that there is an equal chance of hav-
ing a solution gradient in all VN, directions. Therefore we
use all those directions as the column vectors of R. As an
alternative to the definition given by Eq. (35), we propose

(36)

h h
Ri=VNi_(u i) -

llu’]| [l )"
and this is based on the assumption that there is an equal
chance of having a solution gradient in all VN, directions
perpendicular to u”. In this alternative option, u” = 0 would
revert the definition back to the one given by Eq. (35).

With the new element length hrgny for the diffusion-
dominated limit, the HRGN option of v g;c becomes

2

hzanr
TSUPS

VLSIC-HRGN = 37

2.6 Weakly-Enforced Essential Boundary Conditions

In this section we state the formulation of the weakly-
enforced essential boundary conditions. This was first pro-
posed in [59] for the advection—diffusion equation and
Navier—Stokes equations of incompressible flows in an ef-
fort to improve the accuracy of stabilized and multiscale
formulations in the presence of unresolved boundary layers.
In [30; 31; 34], the method for the weakly-enforced bound-
ary condition was further refined and studied in a set of chal-
lenging wall-bounded turbulent flows. Here, we apply the
method to the aerodynamics of wind turbines at full spatial
scale.

To account for the weak enforcement of the essential
boundary conditions, we remove them from the trial and test

function sets S! and V", and add the following terms to the
left-hand-side of Eq. (4):
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Here (1), is the part of the boundary where the velocity
boundary condition g is set and n is the unit normal vector.
The boundary (1), is decomposed into ny, surface elements

denoted by I'’, and (I 1)y 1s defined as the “inflow” part of
(Ft)g:

Ty = {x| (W =) -n<0, vxc ). (9

If (I'}), coincides with the moving wall (rigid or flexible),
then g is the prescribed wall velocity.

The term in the first line is the so-called consistency
term. It is necessary to ensure that the discrete formulation
is identically satisfied by the exact solution of the Navier—
Stokes equations, which, in turn, has implications on the ac-
curacy of the discrete formulation. Also note that this term
cancels with the contributions coming from the integration-
by-parts of the stress terms in Eq. (4), thus correctly remov-
ing traction boundary conditions from the no-slip boundary.
The term in the second line is the so-called adjoint consis-
tency term. Its role is less intuitive, as it ensures that the an-
alytical solution of the adjoint equations, when introduced
in place of the linear momentum and continuity equation
test functions, also satisfies the discrete formulation. Adjoint
consistency is linked to optimal convergence of the discrete
solution in lower-order norms (see, e.g., [61]). The term in
the third line leads to better satisfaction of the inflow bound-
ary conditions. The last two terms are penalty-like, in that
they penalize the deviation of the discrete solution from its
prescribed value at the boundary. These terms are necessary
to ensure the stability (or coercivity) of the discrete formu-
lation, which may be lost due to the introduction of the con-
sistency and adjoint consistency terms.

The weak boundary condition formulation is numeri-
cally stable if
C f/J

hy

B B _
TAN — 'NOR

(40)



where &, is the wall-normal element size, and Cf is a suffi-
ciently large positive constant computed from an appropriate
element-level inverse estimate (see, e.g., [96; 97; 98]). The
constant C f’ depends on the space dimension d, the element
type (tetrahedron, hexahedron, etc.), and the polynomial or-
der of the finite element approximation. For a linear tetra-
hedron, it is sufficient to take 4.0 < Cf < 8.0 to obtain a
stable discrete solution. The wall-normal element size may
be computed from the element metric tensor:

h, = (n-Gn)'/2, (41)
Remark 7 Rather than setting the no-slip boundary condi-
tions exactly, the weak boundary condition formulation gives
the no-slip solution only in the limit as h, — 0. As a result,
coarse discretizations do not need to struggle to resolve the
boundary layers, the flow simply slips on the solid boundary.
Because of this added flexibility, the weak boundary condi-
tion enforcement tends to produce more accurate results on
meshes that are too coarse to capture the boundary layer so-
lution. However, as the mesh is refined to capture the bound-
ary layer, the weak and strong boundary condition formula-
tions produce nearly identical results (see [30]).

Remark 8 Although the weak boundary condition formula-
tion is also stable for very large values of C5, we do not
favor that. Large values of Cf place a heavy penalization
on the no-slip condition, and the above mentioned flexibility
of the method is lost together with the associated accuracy
benefits. We favor using a Cf that is just large enough to
guarantee the stability of the discrete formulation.

Remark 9 In reference [30], a connection was identified
between the weakly-enforced boundary conditions and wall
functions. The latter are commonly employed in conjunction
with RANS formulations of turbulent flows (see, e.g., [114;
115]). In the case of wall function formulation, a no-slip
boundary condition is replaced with a tangential traction
boundary condition, where the traction direction is given by
that of the local slip velocity, and the traction magnitude
is computed by invoking the “law-of-the-wall”. This is an
empirical relationship between the flow speed and the nor-
mal distance to the wall, both appropriately normalized (see,

e.g., [114]). The penalty parameter 75 may be defined as
2
u
B, =22 42)
||uTAN||

where ul,, = ((uh - gh) - ((uh - gh) . n) n) is the tangen-
tial slip velocity, and u* is the so-called friction velocity,
which, among other factors, depends on the magnitude of the
slip velocity, and is computed from the law-of-the-wall for-
mula by nonlinear iterations. It was shown in [30], however,
that when the boundary layer mesh is fine enough, 5, from
Eq. (42) is independent of the local flow solution, and re-
verts to the definition given by Eq. (40). This fact is remark-
able in that Eq. (40) is purely based on considerations of
numerical stability, while Eq. (42) derives from the physics

of wall-bounded turbulent flows. In our limited experience,
both the “numerics-based” and “physics-based” definitions
of the penalty parameter T8, give very similar results.

3 Aerodynamic Simulations of a SM'W Wind-Turbine
Rotor

In this section we begin with a careful definition of the SMW
wind-turbine rotor geometry. We then present the NURBS-
based and FEM-based simulations of the wind-turbine rotor.
In this section, we only present pure aerodynamic simula-
tions. Structural and FSI modeling and simulations will be
presented in the later sections.

3.1 SMW Wind-Turbine Rotor Geometry Definition

As a first step we construct a template for the structural
model of the rotor. Here, the structural model is limited to
a surface (shell) representation of the wind-turbine blade,
the hub, and their attachment zone. The blade surface is as-
sumed to be composed of a collection of airfoil shapes that
are lofted in the blade axis direction.

The geometry of the rotor blade is based on the NREL
SMW offshore baseline wind-turbine described in [2]. The
blade geometry data taken from the reference is summarized
in Table 1.

RNodes AeroTwst Chord AeroCent AeroOrig Airfoil
2.0000 0.000 3.542 0.2500 0.50 Cylinder
2.8667 0.000 3.542 0.2500 0.50 Cylinder
5.6000 0.000 3.854 0.2218 0.44 Cylinder
8.3333 0.000 4.167 0.1883 0.38 Cylinder
11.7500 13.308 4.557 0.1465 0.30 DU40
15.8500 11.480 4.652 0.1250 0.25 DU35
19.9500 10.162 4458 0.1250 0.25 DU35
24.0500 9.011 4.249 0.1250 0.25 DU30
28.1500 7.795 4.007 0.1250 0.25 DU25
32.2500 6.544 3.748 0.1250 0.25 DU25
36.3500 5.361 3.502 0.1250 0.25 DU21
40.4500 4.188 3.256 0.1250 0.25 DU21
44.5500 3.125 3.010 0.1250 0.25 NACA64
48.6500 2.310 2.764 0.1250 0.25 NACAG64
52.7500 1.526 2.518 0.1250 0.25 NACAG64
56.1667 0.863 2.313 0.1250 0.25 NACA64
58.9000 0.370 2.086 0.1250 0.25 NACAG64
61.6333 0.106 1.419 0.1250 0.25 NACA64
62.9000 0.000 0.700 0.1250 0.25 NACA64

Table 1 Wind-turbine rotor geometry definition with “RNodes” (m),
“AeroTwst” (°), “Chord” (m), “AeroCent” (-), “AeroOrig”, and “Air-
foil” type.

A 61 m blade is attached to a hub with radius of 2 m,
which gives the total rotor radius of 63 m. The blade is com-
posed of several airfoil types provided in the rightmost col-
umn of the table. The first portion of the blade is a perfect
cylinder. Further away from the root the cylinder is smoothly
blended into a series of DU (Delft University) airfoils. At the



44.55 m location away from the root the NACA64 profile is
used to define the blade all the way to the tip (see Figures 2
and 3). The remaining parameters from Table 1 are defined

(0.25-AeroCent)
AeroOrig |/

Blade-pitch axis

X/Chord

Fig. 2 Illustration of quantities at a cross-section from Table 1.

in Figures 2 and 3: “RNodes” is the distance from the rotor
center to the airfoil cross-section in the blade axis direction.
“AeroTwst” is the twist angle for a given cross-section. The
blades are twisted to enhance the aerodynamic performance.
“Chord” is the chord length of the airfoil. “AeroOrig” is the
location of the aerodynamic center. For most of the blade air-
foil cross-sections, the aerodynamic center is taken at 25%
of the chord length from the leading edge. To accommodate
the cylindrical shape at the root, the aerodynamic center is
gradually moved to 50% of the chord length. This is not re-
ported in [2], but mentioned in [116].

Remark 10 There is some redundancy in the parameters
given in Table 1. The variable “AeroCent” is used as
an input to FAST [1], which is the aerodynamics mod-
eling software that is typically used for wind-turbine ro-
tor computations. FAST assumes that the blade-pitch axis
passes through each airfoil section at 25% chord length,
and defines AeroCent — 0.25 to be the fractional distance
to the aerodynamic center from the blade-pitch axis along
the chordline, positive toward the trailing edge. Therefore,
AeroOrig+(0.25 — AeroCent) gives the location of where the
blade-pitch axis passes through each airfoil cross-section.
Although for our purposes this added complexity is unnec-
essary, the same naming system is used for backward com-
patibility with the referenced reports.

For each blade cross-section, we use quadratic NURBS
to represent the 2D airfoil shape. The weights of the NURBS
functions are set to unity. The weights are adjusted near
the root to represent the circular cross-sections of the blade
exactly. The cross-sections are lofted in the blade axis di-
rection, also using quadratic NURBS and unity weights.
This geometry modeling procedure produces a smooth ro-
tor blade surface using a relatively small number of input
parameters, which is an advantage of the isogeometric rep-
resentation. Figure 4 shows a top view of the blade in which
the twisting of the cross-sections is evident.

To carry out the simulations, rotationally-periodic
boundary conditions must be imposed. Denoting by u? and

u” the discrete fluid velocities at the left and right boundary,

Fig. 3 Illustration of quantities on the blade surface from Table 1.

respectively (see Figure 5), and by p? and p/ the correspond-
ing pressures, we set

43)
(44)

i =l
u! = R(2/37) u”,

where R(2/37) is the rotation matrix evaluated at @ =
2/3n. That is, while the pressure degrees-of-freedom take
on the same values, the fluid velocity degrees-of-freedom
are related through a linear transformation corresponding
to a rotation by 2/3m radians. Note that the transforma-
tion matrix is independent of the current domain position.
Rotationally-periodic boundary conditions are implemented
through standard master-slave relationships. We note that
rotationally-periodic boundary conditions were employed
earlier in [117; 118; 119] for parachute simulations.



Fig. 4 Top view of a subset of the airfoil cross-sections illustrating
blade twisting.

Fig. 5 Rotationally-periodic boundary conditions.

We compute the aerodynamics of the wind-turbine rotor
with prescribed speed using a rotating mesh. The wind speed
is uniform at 9 m/s and the rotor speed is 1.08 rad/s, giving a
tip speed ratio of 7.55 (see [120] for wind-turbine terminol-
ogy). We use air properties at standard sea-level conditions.
The Reynolds number (based on the cord length at %R and
the relative velocity there) is approximately 12 million. At
the inflow boundary the velocity is set to the wind velocity,
at the outflow boundary the stress vector is set to zero, and
at the radial boundary the radial component of the velocity
is set to zero. We start from a flow field where the veloc-
ity is equal to the inflow velocity everywhere in the domain
except on the rotor surface, where the velocity matches the
rotor velocity.

The chosen wind velocity and rotor speed correspond to
one of the cases given in [2], where the aerodynamics simu-
lations were performed using FAST [1]. We note that FAST
is based on look-up tables for airfoil cross-sections, which
give planar, steady-state lift and drag data for a given wind
speed and angle of attack. The effects of trailing edge turbu-
lence, hub, and tip are incorporated through empirical mod-
els. It was reported in [2] that at these wind conditions and

rotor speed, no blade pitching takes place and the rotor de-
velops a favorable aerodynamic torque (i.e., torque in the di-
rection of the rotation) of 2500 kN m. Although this value is
used for comparison with our simulations, the exact match is
not expected, as our computational modeling is very differ-
ent than the one in [2]. Nevertheless, we feel that this value
of the aerodynamic torque is close to what is expected in re-
ality, given the vast experience of NREL with wind-turbine
rotor simulations employing FAST.

3.2 ST-VMS Computations with Finite Elements

This subsection is from [81]. We compute the problem with
the DSD/SST method and linear finite elements. To gener-
ate the triangular mesh on the rotor surface, we started with
a quadrilateral surface mesh generated by interpolating the
NURBS geometry of the rotor at each knot intersection. We
subdivided each quadrilateral element into triangles and then
made minor modifications to improve the mesh quality near
the hub. We use three different meshes: Mesh-2, Mesh-3 and
Mesh-4, with the surface mesh refined along the blade 2,
3 and 4 times, respectively, compared to the finite element
mesh used in [6]. The number of nodes and elements for
each blade surface mesh is shown in Table 2, and Figure 6
shows the surface mesh for Mesh-4. For computational ef-

Surface Volume
nn \ ne nn \ ne
Mesh-2 | 5,748 | 11,452 | 155,494 898,640
Mesh-3 | 7,552 | 15,060 | 205,855 | 1,195,452
Mesh-4 | 9,268 | 18,492 | 253,340 | 1,475,175

Table 2 Summary of the meshes. Here nn and ne are the number of
nodes and elements.

ficiency, rotational-periodicity [117; 119] is utilized so that
the domain includes only one of three blades, as shown in
Figure 7. The inflow, outflow and radial boundaries lie 0.5R,
2R and 1.43R from the hub center, respectively. This can be
more easily seen in Figure 8, where the inflow, outflow, and
radial boundaries are the left, right and top edges, respec-
tively, of the cut plane along the rotation axis. Each periodic
boundary contains 1,430 nodes and 2,697 triangles. Near the
rotor surface, we have 22 layers of refined mesh with first-
layer thickness of 1 cm and a progression factor of 1.1. The
boundary layer mesh at %R is shown in Figure 9. The num-
ber of nodes and elements for each volume mesh is shown
in Table 2.

We compute the problem with the ST-SUPS and ST-
VMS methods, which are labeled in some of the figures in
this section as “DSD/SST-DP-SUPS” and “DSD/SST-DP-
VMST” (see Remark 5). For Tsupg, Tpspg and Tsups, We use
the definition given by Eq. (11). The ST-SUPS method is
used without the LSIC stabilization (visic = 0), while for
the ST-VMS method we use the TGI option of v gic, given
by Eq. (8).
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Fig. 6 Rotor surface mesh (Mesh-4).
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Fig. 7 Rotationally-periodic domain with wind-turbine blade shown in
blue.

In solving the linear equation systems involved at ev-
ery nonlinear iteration, the GMRES search technique [121]
is used with a diagonal preconditioner. The computation
is carried out in a parallel computing environment, using
PC clusters. The mesh is partitioned to enhance the par-
allel efficiency of the computations. Mesh partitioning is
based on the METIS algorithm [122]. The time-step size is
4.67x10™* s. The number of nonlinear iterations per time
step is 3 with 30, 60 and 500 GMRES iterations for the first,
second and third nonlinear iterations, respectively.

Prior to the computations reported here, we performed
a series of brief computations with the ST-SUPS method,
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Fig. 9 Boundary layer mesh at %R.

starting from a lower Reynolds number and gradually reach-
ing the actual Reynolds number. This solution is used as the
initial condition also for the computations with the ST-VMS
method. The purpose is to generate a divergence-free and
reasonable flow field at this Reynolds number. We note that
it was especially difficult with the ST-VMS method to start
from non-physical conditions, such as setting all nodes ex-
cept those on the blade to the inflow velocity.

The blade is segmented into 18 spanwise “patches”
shown in Figure 10 to investigate how the aerodynamic
torque distribution varies along the blade span. Figures 11—

Fig. 10 Patches along the blade spanwise dimension.

13 show the time history of the aerodynamic torque and the
torque contribution from each patch for a single blade at ¢ =
1.0 s. Figure 14 shows the pressure coefficient at t = 1.0 s
for Patch 16 (at 0.90R), which is a representative section of
the blade. For most of the patches, the angle of attack and
Reynolds number do not vary much from one patch to an-
other. For example, the angle of attack and Reynolds num-
ber are 7.4° and 9.9x10° at 0.65R for Patch 12 (at 0.65R)
and 7.6° and 9.6x10° for Patch 16 (at 0.90R).

Mesh refinement studies for both the ST-SUPS and ST-
VMS methods indicate good convergence in the quantities
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Fig. 11 The aerodynamic torque generated by a single blade. Compar-
ison between different meshes with the ST-SUPS method. Time history
(top). The torque contribution from each patch at # = 1.0 s (bottom).

of interest such as the aerodynamic torque and pressure co-
efficient. The ST-VMS method with the finest mesh gives
more or less the same value of the aerodynamic torque as
the ALE-VMS simulation from [6] using NURBS, which
is taken as a reference solution for this study. The results for
the ST-SUPS method are also very good, however the torque
is slightly under-predicted with respect to the ST-VMS and
NURBS-based ALE-VMS simulations. Figure 14 indicates
that smoother (i.e., more stable) pressure solution is obtained
with the ST-VMS method. We note that the main reason be-
hind the higher ST-VMS torque is the wider low-pressure
region on the upper surface of the NACA64 geometry, as
can be seen in the figure. The lower pressure indicates that
the flow is attached; thus, the ST-VMS method, for the level
of mesh refinement used, is able to better represent the tur-
bulent boundary layer solution than the ST-SUPS method.
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Fig. 12 The aerodynamic torque generated by a single blade. Compar-
ison between different meshes with the ST-VMS method. Time history
(top). The torque contribution from each patch at # = 1.0 s (bottom).
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Fig. 13 The aerodynamic torque generated by a single blade. Com-
puted with different methods using Mesh-4. Time history (top). The
torque contribution from each patch at # = 1.0 s (bottom). The curve la-
beled “ALE with NURBS” is from the ALE-VMS simulation from [6].
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Fig. 14 Pressure coefficient at = 1.0 s for Patch 16 (at 0.90R). Top:
Mesh-2. Middle: Mesh-3. Bottom: Mesh-4.
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4 Sliding-Interface Formulation and Simulation of
Rotor-Tower Interaction

Moving
subdomain that
encloses the

flexible
wind turbine
rotor blades

Stationary
exterior
flow domain

Fig. 15 Setup for the simulation of a full machine. The interior mov-
ing subdomain, which encloses the wind turbine rotor, and the exterior
stationary subdomain, which houses the nacelle and tower, are shown.

4.1 Sliding-Interface Formulation

In order to simulate the full wind turbine configuration and
investigate the rotor—tower interaction, we consider an ap-
proach that makes use of a moving subdomain, which en-
closes the entire wind turbine rotor, and a stationary sub-
domain that contains the rest of the wind turbine (see Fig-
ure 15). The two domains are in relative motion and share
a sliding cylindrical interface. The meshes on each side of
the interface are nonmatching because of the relative mo-
tion (see Figure 16). As a result, a numerical procedure is
needed to impose the continuity of the kinematics and trac-
tions at the stationary and rotating subdomain interface de-
spite the fact that the interface discretizations are incompat-
ible. Such a procedure was developed in [44] in the context
of IGA for computing flows about rotating components. The
advantage of IGA for rotating-component flows is that the
cylindrical sliding interfaces are represented exactly and no
geometry errors are incurred. In the case of standard FEM
employed here, the geometric compatibility is only approxi-
mate. The sliding-interface coupling was successfully tested
on the NREL Phase VI wind turbine in [93] and is presented
in what follows.

Let the subscripts S and M denote the quantities pertain-
ing to the fluid mechanics problem on the stationary and
moving subdomains, respectively. The subdomain that en-
closes the rotor rotates with it, and the interior of the rotating
subdomain is allowed to deflect to accommodate the motion
of the blades. However, the motion of the outer boundary of

X,

s

K

A
AT

v AvAYA
KRS

Fig. 16 Nonmatching meshes at the sliding interface between the sta-
tionary and moving subdomains. Top: Full domain. Bottom: Zoom on
the sliding interface.

the rotor subdomain is restricted to a rigid rotation to main-
tain geometric compatibility with the stationary subdomain.
To enforce the compatibility of the flow kinematics and trac-
tions at the sliding interface, we add the following terms to
the ALE-VMS formulation, which is now assumed to hold
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where o0 is given by
(46)

(I'))s1 1s the sliding interface, and {A}_ denotes the nega-
tive part of A, that is, {A}. = Aif A < 0and {A}- =0
if A > 0. The sliding-interface formulation may be see as
a DG method, where the continuity of the basis function is
enforced everywhere in the interior of the two subdomains,
but not at the sliding interface between them. The struc-
ture of the terms on the sliding interface is similar to that
of the weak enforcement of essential boundary conditions.
The significance of each term is explained in detail in [44].
Note that, in the current application, ﬁg = 0, because the
subdomain S is stationary. However, the formulation is able
to handle situations where both subdomains are in motion.

o0 (W,q)n = 2ue(w)n + gn,

Remark 11 Nonmatching interface discretizations in the
FSI and sliding-interface problems necessitate the use of
interpolation or projection of kinematic and traction data
between the nonmatching surface meshes (see, e.g., [51;
123; 52], where [52] is more comprehensive than [51]).
A computational procedure, which can simultaneously han-
dle the data transfer for IGA and FEM discretizations,
was proposed in [123]. The procedure also includes a ro-
bust approach in identifying “closest points” for arbitrary
shaped surfaces. While such interface projections are rather
straightforward for weakly-coupled FSI algorithms, they re-
quire special techniques [57; 68; 52] for strongly-coupled,
direct and quasi-direct methods [124; 67; 57; 68; 52] that
are monolithic-like (i.e. become monolithic for matching dis-
cretizations).

4.2 Aerodynamics Simulation of the NREL Phase VI Wind
Turbine

The computational results in this section make use of the
ALE-VMS technique and are taken from [93]. The sliding-
interface formulation is applied to the simulation of the full

NREL Phase VI wind turbine configuration, including the
rotor (blades and hub), nacelle and tower. The tower is com-
posed of two cylinders with diameters of 0.6096 m and
0.4064 m that are connected with a short conical section.
The tower height is 11.144 m above the wind tunnel floor.
The detailed geometry and configuration of the tower and
nacelle can be found in Hand et al. [94]. For this study,
wind speeds of 7 and 10 m/s were selected from the experi-
mental sequence S. The experimental sequence S setup con-
sists the wind turbine rotor in the upwind configuration, 0°
yaw angle, 0° cone angle, rotational speed of 72 rpm, and
blade tip pitch angle of 3°. The air density and viscosity are
1.23 kg/m? and 1.78x107> kg/(m-s), respectively.

Fig. 17 Meshes used in the full-wind-turbine simulation. Top: 2D cut
at x = 0 to show the flow domain mesh quality. Bottom: Rotor, nacelle,
and tower surface mesh.

Figure 17 shows the mesh quality and resolution used
in the full-wind-turbine computation. The mesh is highly
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refined near the rotor, nacelle and tower, as well as down-
stream of the wind turbine to better capture the wake turbu-
lence. The mesh is comprised of 6,835,647 linear elements
and 1,603,377 nodes. The size of the first boundary-layer el-
ement in the wall-normal direction is 0.002 m, and 15 layers
of prismatic elements were generated with a growth ratio of
1.2. The time step size is set to 1.0x107 s.

4-\‘

Fig. 18 Air speed contours at a planar cut (top), and isosurfaces of air
speed (bottom) at an instant for the 7 m/s case.

Figures 18 and 19 show the flow visualization of the
full-wind-turbine simulations of the 7 and 10 m/s cases, re-
spectively. The flow structures are different between the two
cases. The tip vortex for the 7 m/s case decays very slowly
as it is convected downstream, while the tip vortex breaks

Fig. 19 Air speed contours at a planar cut (top), and isosurfaces of air
speed (bottom) at an instant for the 10 m/s case.

down quickly for the 10 m/s case. Note that no visible dis-
continuities are present in the flow field at the sliding inter-
face, which indicates that the method correctly handles the
kinematic compatibility conditions in this location.

To see the influence of the tower, the single-blade aero-
dynamic torque over a full revolution is plotted in Figure 20
for both 7 and 10 m/s cases. The results of the full-wind-
turbine computations are compared with the experimental
data, as well as with the results of the rotor-only compu-
tations. For the full-wind-turbine simulation of the 7 m/s
case, Figure 20(a) clearly shows the drop in the aerody-
namic torque at an instant when the blade passes in front
of the tower, which corresponds to the azimuthal angle of
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Fig. 20 Single-blade aerodynamic torque over a full revolution for
7 m/s (top) and 10 m/s (bottom) cases. The 180° azimuthal angle cor-
responds to the instant when the blade passes in front the tower. The
tower effect is clearly pronounced in the 7 m/s case. It is also present
in the 10 m/s case, but is not as significant. The results in both cases
are in very good agreement with the experimental data.

180°. The drop in the torque is about 8% relative to its value
when the blade is away from the tower. These results are
in good agreement with the experimental data. The rotor-
only computation, which is also shown in the figure, is ob-
viously unable to predict this feature, which may be im-
portant for the transient structural response of the blades.
It should be noted, however, that the cycle-averaged aerody-
namic torque is nearly identical for the full-wind-turbine and
the rotor-only simulations. The picture is completely differ-
ent for the 10 m/s case, where the influence of the tower,
although clearly present, is a lot less pronounced.
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5 ST-VMS Computation of the Wind-Turbine Rotor
and Tower Aerodynamics

This section is from [83]. Starting from the rotor surface ge-
ometry given in Section 3, we generate a quadratic NURBS
surface with G?> and G' continuity between the patches
around and along the blade, respectively. The tower geom-
etry was created based on the tower design specified for
the NREL 5SMW offshore baseline wind turbine, which de-
scribes a circular tower with a height of 87.6 m, a base diam-
eter of 6 m, and a top diameter of 3 m. This geometry was
generated by lofting between NURBS curves for the top and
base of the tower. The rotor axis is 90° to the tower, and
there is no tilt or precone, since it is only a fluid mechanics
computation.

5.1 Problem Setup

We compute the aerodynamics of the rotor with and without
its tower for a given rotor shape and wind speed and a spec-
ified rotor speed. The rotor and tower geometries are shown
in Figure 21.

Fig. 21 Wind-turbine rotor and tower geometries.

The wind and rotor speeds are the same as those in Sec-
tion 3. At the inflow boundary the velocity is set to the wind

velocity, at the outflow boundary the stress vector is set to
zero, and at the top, side, and bottom boundaries slip condi-
tions are imposed.

5.2 Rotor Motion

The circular turbine rotation is represented with temporal
NURBS basis functions and secondary mapping, described
in Section 2.4. Because the 3 blades of the turbine are 120°
apart, rotational geometric periodicity is used such that a
full 360° rotation is defined by 3 identical 120° segments.
Each 120° segment is divided into 6 patches to keep the
mesh distortion under control. Each patch is a 20° arc, with
3 temporal-control points. The 6 temporal patches and their
control points are illustrated in Figure 22 and Table 3.

1 2 :gl)
2o
2
3(1)\
2
‘ 3(1)
| i’
13(1)
g : //.2
3

Fig. 22 Path of a blade tip with temporal patches and control point
numbering local to each patch. A control point at the start of a patch
and colocated with a control point at the end of the previous patch is in
parentheses. For the color code, see Table 3.

Temporal patch  Fig. 22 color

1 Blue
2 Orange
3 Purple
4 Green
5 Red
6 Teal

Table 3 Figure 22 color code for the temporal patches.

5.3 Surface Mesh

The rotor surface mesh is generated by discretizing the
NURBS surface geometry at each knot intersection, subdi-
viding the knot spans into quadrilateral finite elements in a
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structured way, and subdividing the quadrilateral elements
into two triangles. Small adjustments are made to improve
the mesh near the hub. The surface mesh position is calcu-
lated at each temporal-control point shown in Figure 22. Fig-
ure 23 shows the rotor surface at the three temporal-control
points of the first patch. We note that control points 1 and

Fig. 23 Rotor surface at the three temporal-control points of the first
patch.

3 lie on the path traveled by the points on the blades and
a portion of the hub at the start and end of the 20° rota-
tion, but control point 2 lies outside the circular arc. This
means that the temporal-control mesh 2 is deformed com-
pared to the temporal-control meshes 1 and 3. A temporal-
control mesh 2 has to be generated for the part of the surface
between the hub cross-sections rotating with the blades and
fixed to the tower. The tower surface mesh is generated from
the NURBS representation of the surface by using an un-
structured triangular mesh generator and matched with the
previously generated hub mesh at the intersection. The ro-
tor surface mesh has 34,087 nodes and 68,112 triangles. The
tower surface mesh has 6,952 nodes and 13,806 triangles.

5.4 Volume Mesh
5.4.1 Boundary-Layer Mesh

The layers of thin elements near the blades are generated by
extruding the NURBS surface geometry into NURBS vol-
ume representation, subdividing the knot spans into hexa-
hedral finite elements in a structured way, and subdividing
the hexahedral elements into six tetrahedral elements. The
resulting boundary-layer mesh for each blade consists of 4
layers with a first-layer thickness of about 2.85x107> m and

a total thickness of about 2.85x10~" m, 52 nodes in the cir-
cumferential direction around the blade, and approximately
145 nodes in the longitudinal direction. The tower boundary-
layer mesh is generated by extruding the tower surface mesh
to layers of prismatic elements, which are then subdivided
into 3 tetrahedral elements each. It consists of 4 layers, with
a first-layer thickness of 2.85x1072 m and a total thickness
of 3.0x10~" m. The blade and tower boundary-layer meshes
do not undergo any mesh deformation. This maintains the
mesh quality in the boundary-layer regions. Figure 24 shows
the outer surface of the blade boundary-layer mesh and cut-
planes showing the tower and blade boundary-layer meshes.

5.4.2 Overall Mesh

Three different meshes are used in the computations: Mesh
1, Mesh 2, and Mesh 3. Mesh 2 has both the rotor and the
tower, with boundary-layer mesh only for the blades. Mesh 1
has only the rotor, and is identical to Mesh 2 except the tower
is filled with volume elements. Mesh 3 has both the rotor and
the tower, with boundary-layer mesh for both the blades and
the tower, and a mesh refinement region downstream of the
tower. All three meshes have an outer, coarser region, with
an inner cylindrical refinement region surrounding the rotor.
This inner refinement region includes most of the tower for
Mesh 2 and Mesh 3, and the mesh refinement region down-
stream of the tower for Mesh 3. Figure 25 illustrates, as an
example, cut planes of Mesh 3, and Figure 26 shows zoomed
longitudinal cut planes of all three meshes. The inflow and
outflow boundaries are at 3.79R and 10.35R from the hub
center, respectively. The side, top, and bottom boundaries
are at 2.29R, 3.17R, and 1.43R, respectively (see Figure 25).
The volume mesh is generated once per patch using an auto-
matic mesh generator (a total of 6 times). The mesh is gen-
erated at control point 2 of each patch to minimize mesh dis-
tortion between control points. We note that only the mesh
in the inner cylindrical refinement region surrounding the
rotor is generated for each patch. The outer, coarser mesh
is generated only once, and is kept the same when the inner
meshes are generated for each patch. The mesh moving tech-
nique [88; 89; 90; 91; 57] developed earlier in conjunction
with the DSD/SST method is used for computing the mesh
position for control points 1 and 3. The outer surfaces of the
boundary-layer meshes serve as the boundaries where we
specify the inner boundary conditions for the mesh motion.
The external boundaries of the computational domain serve
as the boundaries where we specify the outer boundary con-
ditions, with zero displacement. In the elasticity equations
of the mesh moving technique, a Young’s modulus of 1.0, a
Poisson’s ratio of -0.20, and a Jacobian-based stiffening ex-
ponent of 1.5 are used. We use 1,500 GMRES iterations for
each step of the mesh motion, with diagonal preconditioner.
Each 10° range of motion is computed over 40 steps. Num-
ber of nodes and elements for all 6 temporal patches of the
3 volume meshes are given in Table 4.
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Fig. 24 Top: Outer surface of blade and boundary-layer mesh. Middle:
Boundary-layer mesh at %R. Bottom: Tower boundary-layer mesh.

Fig. 25 Cut planes of temporal-control mesh 1 of patch 1 for Mesh 3.

Mesh  Temporal patch nn ne
1 1 470,880 2,725,614
1 2 466,983 2,701,657
1 3 460,932 2,665,562
1 4 462,733 2,676,747
1 5 464,712 2,687,745
1 6 468,529 2,711,069
2 1 446,709 2,553,100
2 2 442,876 2,529,556
2 3 436,825 2,493,524
2 4 438,802 2,505,789
2 5 440,870 2,517,233
2 6 444,517 2,539,512
3 1 598,125 3,454,865
3 2 596,111 3,442,699
3 3 592,345 3,420,273
3 4 590,628 3,410,226
3 5 595,719 3,440,031
3 6 596,522 3,445,407

Table 4 Number of nodes (nn) and elements (ne) for the fluid mechan-
ics meshes used in each temporal patch.

5.5 Computational Conditions

For 7syps, we use the definition given by Eq. (11), with
hron (= hront) given by Eq. (33). For vigic, we use the
visic-groN definition given by Eq. (37). The DTR and
IMTR approaches are used on all three meshes. Least-



22

AV AV SA AV N X ‘7»"‘\"‘!7""‘ >
BT DK
SSERA - ATV

S A ATAVATA
L AVAVAY: <)
N A
SRR
RREKDER
all
s
hav;
LS
4

TN
X/
A

T
)
<1
s
PO
R
NN
0

D
YA 2

N/
o
KX/

>

ggiﬁ
% K]

5
1o
,
AN

':‘3:
K7
i

R

T

N/
X

o
KN

VAR

AN
RAVAVAN
o

N
V|
A

SVAY
pVi
45:‘
A
X
V€
v

RAA
>
2
e,

.4.

SRR
ST
>

%

VAVA

RS A
ATV 2 yas=
SRS
VA‘EQ‘V‘“EVA%

Au!ngn‘
RS v,

-\

I e 2\

SRR AN VAV VAN Za A v WA

N, KRS O VAVAVAVA AV NAVAN N ANZ1 W4 =YV

DSOS SRR X

L L B X —

S N
VA G AV e AV AN VAN WA= S

VA,

VAV
A‘g
g

YAY

N

A
W4
'VAV

SR
SRR
N
2
ﬁ

5

';v
4‘5‘
Pay
AY;
EV
A

>
NL
DR
7 ‘AVQ", 7
‘%’fﬁ‘v&hﬁmxﬁ

D
65
A
NN
R0
X
X

A
KX
N
<
=
\VaVS
G

X
VAV

9
b

R

Pl

Y,

KL

)

(2
<]

A
&
YAVA
3

<\
LY

A

VAV,

=~

!

e ek s A o=
E{%ﬁrﬂ%ﬂ % 7 VAE%%?;%%&W X
a , s

7 & % \
ARSI ICOAR] RIZARAT
YAV '1574;' YAVAN

X

TSN

s
KIS
UK/

<]
‘hb \7

AVA)
WX
V.2

]
XS

\A
VA

e
SN
A
M
KSETET
i

U2\

S
Kb

<]
5
X
N

vl
N/
A

20

=0

s
N %
Y

R
X
%
K]

7

N
K

&N
Ay,
&
{7

’1}

PN

S
PR
SRR
o ¢
ROREKERD
0

\ N
FV
X
4
o
v‘ﬁ o\
S
Al

)
:’

WO
™

3
\7
%
/)
0
XK

L5

"
i

5

S
YAy
Ny
ARk
1>
2

¥4
X
A“
S
7
Wa

IRE aava
KSR
I
Y

IANERERA
AN

<
Vi
7
)
K
D
b

KA
B
NS
%

X
%
0
N/
PRAY
4
VAN
X
X
K]

S
vay
o
X]
>

AV,
VA%
PR
S

%)

1

s
KT

Al
<l
<7
ey
7/
Hk
,sv
N
N
USRI
KT
X Aé‘

NOVAY A=
PN
A
A KNy

NAVA AV KEAOE
RO SA RS VAV YAV 2
7 A’é’%&'&' IS S AVA A Wara
= g AvA SV S Ay AVANA Y b NZAY B AVAV A A
TR KL A AXFOKILTY SN

N AP

VAN

AVa%
0
g}

%
R
54
o
<]

AN
YA
S
(é
%
5

4
PV

5
;ﬁ
4

—~

'#
%
Ny,
RS

%
s
2N
2N
Ava
N
NS
kaA

s
QALK
X S

KN
ORRE
VSN

NAY

TRIR
AN
o
<t

<l

vl
")
%,
2
VAV
7
gl

AN

v

AR
SEAIALO
Rk
RO R
AR
AN SR

VLN

Fig. 26 Zoomed cut planes of temporal-control mesh 1 of patch 1 for
Mesh 1 (top), Mesh 2 (middle), and Mesh 3 (bottom).

squares projection is used to interpolate the velocity and
pressure between temporal patches. Because the boundary-
layer meshes and the tower and rotor surface meshes remain
identical between temporal patches, the velocity values are
transferred exactly for those nodes. The computations per-
formed are summarized in Table 5.

The time-step size is 2.23x1073 s (145 time steps per
patch), with 4 nonlinear iterations per time-step. First we
develop the flow field for 500 time steps while the rotor is
static, ramping up the inflow velocity during the first 300

Mesh Tower Temporal representation

1 No DTR
2 Yes DTR
3 Yes DTR
1 No IMTR
2 Yes IMTR
3 Yes IMTR

Table 5 Summary of the computations.

steps from zero to the wind speed using a cosine ramp. Dur-
ing this flow-development stage of the computation, we use
150, 150, 200, and 400 GMRES iterations for the 4 non-
linear iterations. In computations with the rotor in motion,
we use 150, 150, 200, and 400 GMRES iterations for Mesh
1, and 150, 250, 350, and 500 GMRES iterations for Mesh
2 and Mesh 3. With the GMRES iterations in flow com-
putations, we use nodal-block-diagonal preconditioner. The
mesh is partitioned based on the METIS algorithm to im-
prove parallel efficiency in the computations.

5.6 Results

Figure 27 shows the torque for Mesh 1 with the DTR ap-
proach, for the last 360° rotation of a blade, with the rotation
amount measured from the orientation seen in Figure 22. For
reference purposes, Figure 27 includes the NREL data. The
torque is within 8% of the NREL data.
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Fig. 27 Torque for Mesh 1 with the DTR approach, compared with the
NREL data.

Figure 28 shows the torque for the last 80° rotation of a
single blade of Mesh 1 with the DTR approach, compared
with the torque from the single-blade ST-VMS computa-
tion with Mesh-4 from Section 3. The higher torque seen
for the single-blade computation may be due to the fact that
the computation was carried out for a much shorter duration,
only 80° of rotation versus 1,080° for the Mesh 1 computa-
tion. Therefore the current computation likely represents a
more settled torque value. The higher torque for the single-
blade computation may also be due the fact that the com-
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putation was carried out using a computational domain with
significantly nearer lateral boundaries.
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—— Mesh 1 — Single-blade

Fig. 28 Torque for a single blade of Mesh 1 with the DTR approach,
compared with the torque from the single-blade ST-VMS computation
with Mesh-4 from Section 3.

Figures 29 and 30 show the torque for all three meshes
with the DTR and IMTR approaches. As can be seen from
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Fig. 29 Torque for Mesh 1, Mesh 2 and Mesh 3 with the DTR ap-
proach.

these figures, Mesh 1 (no tower) has a very stable torque,
while Mesh 2 and Mesh 3 (with tower) exhibit a significant
but expected drop in torque each time a blade passes the
tower.

Figure 31 shows, for each of the three meshes, the torque
obtained with the DTR and IMTR approaches. The figure
illustrates that the DTR and IMTR approaches result in a
nearly identical torque magnitude for all 3 meshes.

Figure 32 shows the torque for Mesh 1 with the DTR
approach, using two different time-step sizes: 2.23x1073 s
(145 time steps per patch) and 4.49x 1073 s (72 time steps per
patch). Doubling the time-step size still yields a comparable
torque value, within 10% of the value for the smaller time-
step size.

We also carried out a computation with the convective
form of the ST-VMS formulation (see Eq. (8.17) in [52]), but
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Fig. 30 Torque for Mesh 1, Mesh 2 and Mesh 3 with the IMTR ap-
proach.
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Fig. 31 Torque with the DTR and IMTR approaches for Mesh 1 (top),
Mesh 2 (middle), and Mesh 3 (bottom).
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Fig. 32 Torque for Mesh 1 with the DTR approach, using two dif-
ferent time-step sizes: 2.23x107> s (145 time steps per patch) and
4.49x1073 s (72 time steps per patch).

with a smaller time-step size: 4.46x10™* s (725 time steps
per patch). Figure 33 shows the torque for Mesh 2 with the
DTR approach and the conservative and convective forms of
the ST-VMS formulation. The conservative-form computa-
tion is with the standard time-step size: 2.23x1073 s (145
time steps per patch).
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Fig. 33 Torque for Mesh 2 with the DTR approach and the conserva-
tive and convective forms of the ST-VMS formulation. The time-step
sizes: 4.46x10™* s (725 time steps per patch) for the convective form
and 2.23x1073 s (145 time steps per patch) for the conservative form.
The torques shown are from the same period in a rotation cycle, but the
conservative-form torque is from the last 360° of the computation, and
the convective-form torque is from a recently-started, ongoing compu-
tation.

Figure 34 shows the torque for the individual blades of
Mesh 2 with the DTR approach. The figure clearly shows
the expected torque drop for each blade as it passes the
tower, while the other two blades maintain relatively con-
stant torque.

Figure 35 shows the torque for 10 equal-length span-
wise sections of a blade of Mesh 2 with the DTR approach.
Greatest amount of torque is generated in sections 69 of the
blade, while section 10 at the tip and the other lower sections
generate less torque.
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Fig. 34 Torque for the individual blades of Mesh 2 with the DTR ap-
proach.
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Fig. 35 Torque for 10 equal-length spanwise sections of a blade of
Mesh 2 with the DTR approach.

Figure 36 shows a volume rendering of the vorticity for
Mesh 2 with the DTR approach. The flow patterns vary con-
siderably along each blade length, illustrating the necessity
to carry out the computations in 3D.

Figure 37 shows the pressure coefficient at 0.90R for the
last 0° orientation of a blade of Mesh 2, with the DTR and
IMTR approaches, with the last 0° orientation being com-
mon between the two computations. There is very little dif-
ference in the pressure coefficient around the blades between
the DTR and IMTR approaches.

Figure 38 shows the pressure coefficient at 0.90R for the
last 180° orientation of a blade of Mesh 1, Mesh 2 and Mesh
3, with the DTR approach, with the last 180° orientation be-
ing common between Mesh 2 and Mesh 3 computations.

Table 6 provides the averaged torque for the last 360°
rotation in all 6 computations. The values show that the dif-
ference in torque between the DTR and IMTR approaches,
and between Mesh 2 and Mesh 3, is rather small. The differ-
ence in torque between Mesh 1 and Mesh 2 and 3 illustrates
effect of the tower.
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Fig. 36 Volume rendering of the vorticity (in s™') from the last 360°
of the computation for Mesh 2 with the DTR approach.

—-1.8 —-0.4 1
Fig. 38 Pressure coefficient at 0.90R for the last 180° orientation of a
blade of Mesh 1 (top), Mesh 2 (middle), and Mesh 3 (bottom), with the
DTR approach.

Mesh DTR IMTR
1 231 232
2 234 234
3 239 235

Table 6 Averaged torque (MN-m) for the last 360° rotation in all 6
computations.

Fig. 37 Pressure coefficient at 0.90R for the last 0° orientation of a . o
blade of Mesh 2, with the DTR (top) and IMTR (bottom) approaches. Figure 39 shows the vorticity around the tower for Mesh
2 and Mesh 3 with the DTR approach. Mesh 3 is able to

represent the wake behind the tower far more effectively, al-
though no vortex shedding is observed at this stage of the
computation, possibly due to insufficient computing dura-
tion or mesh refinement.
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Fig. 39 Vorticity (in s™!) around the tower at a cross-section 1.1R from
the hub center for Mesh 2 (top) and Mesh 3 (bottom) with the DTR
approach. The pictures are from the last time step of the computation.

6 Governing Equations of Structural Mechanics:
Isogeometric Kirchhoff-Love Composite Shell and the
Bending-Strip Method

6.1 Kirchhoff-Love Shell

In this section we follow the developments of [39; 13; 15]
and present the governing equations of the Kirchhoff-Love
shell theory. The theory is appropriate for thin-shell struc-
tures and requires no rotational degrees of freedom. The
variational formulation of a Kirchhoftf-Love shell is based
on the principle of virtual work expressed as

OW =Wy + Wy =0, 47)

where W, W,,;, and W,,; denote the total, internal, and exter-
nal work, respectively, and ¢ denotes a variation with respect
to the virtual displacement variables Jy, that is

(48)

The internal virtual work is defined by (see, e.g., [125])

Wi = — f OE : S) dO, (49)
2

where € is the shell volume in the reference configuration
(the total Lagrangian approach is adopted in this work), E
is the Green—Lagrange strain tensor, JE is its variation with
respect to virtual displacements dy, and S is the energetically
conjugate second Piola—Kirchhoff stress tensor.

In the case of shells, the 3D continuum description is
reduced to that of the shell midsurface, and the transverse
normal stress is neglected. Furthermore, the Kirchhoff-Love
theory assumes that the shell director remains normal to its
middle surface during the deformation, which implies that
the transverse shear strains are zero. As a result, only in-
plane stress and strain tensors are considered, and the in-
dices @ = 1,2 and 8 = 1,2 are employed to denote their
components. We denote by I’ the shell midsurface in the un-
deformed reference configuration, 4, is the (variable) shell
thickness, and &; € [-0.5k,;, 0.5h;] is the through-thickness
coordinate.

We introduce the following standard shell kinematic
quantities and relationships (see [126; 39] for more details):

Eop = €ap + E3Kaps (50)
saﬁ=%(ga-gﬁ—Ga-Gﬁ), (51)
Kap = —‘%‘ g - (—%(;: - G3), (52)
g, = :?X (53)
X
Ga = 57 (54)
g = % (55)
G = (G, - Gp)'Gy. (57

Here, E ., €4, and k,p are the contravariant components of
the in-plane Green—Lagrange strain, membrane strain, and
curvature tensors, respectively. The spatial coordinates of
the shell midsurface in the current and reference configura-
tions are x = x(£1,£;) and X = X(£1, &), parameterized by
&1 and &,. The covariant surface basis vectors in the current
and reference configurations are g, and G,. The unit out-
ward normal vectors to the shell midsurface in the current
and reference configurations are g3 and G3. The contravari-
ant surface basis vectors in the reference configuration are

denoted by G*.
We select the local Cartesian basis vectors as follows:
_ G
€ = —, (58)
TGl
_ G, - (G, -
6 = 2 (G2 -e))e (59)

T G2 = (G- epel’
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that is, the first local basis vector is the normalized first co-
variant basis vector in the reference configuration. The local
Cartesian basis vectors e, are used in expressing a consti-
tutive relationship for the shell. Because the local basis is
orthonormal, we make no distinction between covariant and
contravariant quantities, which are expressed with respect to
it.

With the above definitions, we calculate the components
of the Green—Lagrange strain tensor and its variation in the
local coordinate system as

Eop = Eap + é3Kaps (60)
SEqp = 08ap + £30Kap, 61)
Eap = ,5(G7 - €,)(G’ - €p), (62)
Kap = Kyo(G7 - €)(G - €p), (63)
6Zap = 65,5(G” - €,)(G’ - €p), (64)
SKap = 6kys(GY - €2)(G - €p). (65)

The variations dg,s and Jk,s; may be computed directly by
taking the variational derivatives of the expressions given by
Egs. (51) and (52) with respect to the displacement vector.

We define the vectors of membrane strain and curvature
components in the local coordinate system as

&n
g=|&n (66)
&1
and B
K11
K=|Kn|, (67)
K12
together with a Green—Lagrange strain vector
E=2+&k. (68)

We assume St. Venant—Kirchhoff material law and write the
following stress—strain relationship in the local coordinate
system:

S=CE, (69)
where S is a vector of components of the second Piola—

Kirchhoff stress tensor in the local coordinate system, and C
is a constitutive material matrix, which is symmetric. Intro-
ducing Egs. (68) and (69) into the expression for the internal
virtual work given by Eq. (49), we obtain

Wi = — f SE - S dQ (70)
o

0

:_fpg)(fh,héﬁiﬁd&) dr
=_fr 5§~((fhméd§3)§+( hm&ﬁd&,)i) dr

- f 5;?(( &C d§3)§+( &°C d§3)7<) dr.
rs h,h hlh
(72)

(7D

For a general orthotropic material,

E, va E;
(I =viava1) (1 —viavar)
Cop = viEs E, (73)
(I =viava1) (1 =viavay)
0 0 G

In Eq. (73), E| and E; are the Young’s moduli in the direc-
tions defined by the local basis vectors, vi; and v,; are the
Poisson ratios, G is the shear modulus, and v, E| = v E>
to ensure the symmetry of the constitutive material matrix
C,:. In the case of an isotropic material, E; = E, = E,
V21 = V12 =V, and G12 = E/(Z(] + V))

: [hy/n
; /2

hy/2

e L —

Fig. 40 Schematic of a composite laminate.

In the case of composite materials, which are used in
the manufacturing of modern wind-turbine blades, we as-
sume that the structure is composed of a set of plies, each
modeled as an orthotropic material. We use the classical
laminated-plate theory [127], and homogenize the material
through-thickness constitutive behavior for a given compos-
ite ply layout. Let k denotes the k” ply (or lamina) and let n
be the total number of plies (see Figure 40). We assume each
ply has the same thickness #;, /n. Pre-integrating through the
shell thickness in Eq. (72), the extensional stiffness A, cou-
pling stiffness B, and bending stiffness D are given by

_ ho o —
A= [ Ca=" 3G (74)
han =
B= | &Cuae —h—’z’lié PR (75)
= o 3 3_}’12 £ k 2 2 s

D—fé‘zﬁdf—h?hia A
= o 3 3_1’13 £ k > 7 12 s

(76)
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where
Ci = T(¢0) Cor T(¢0), (77)
cos” ¢ sin” ¢ sin ¢ cos ¢
T(¢) = sin ¢ cos’¢p  —singcosg |. (78)

—2sin ¢ cos ¢ 2 sin ¢ cos ¢ cos? ¢ — sin’ ¢

In the above equations, ¢ is the fiber orientation angle in
each ply, Eq. (77) transforms C,,, from the principal material
coordinates to the laminate coordinates (defined by the local
Cartesian basis) for each ply, and Cy is constant within each
ly.

P With the above definitions, the expression for the internal
virtual work for a composite shell may now be compactly
written as

Wiy = —f 55-(A§+Br<) dr—f 6E-(BE+DT<) dr.
r3 r3

(79)

Remark 12 Serting n = 1 and Cy = C,,, in Egs. (74)~(76),
we get B = 0 and

A = 14,Cop, (80)
W
D= 1—;10 (81)

which are the classical membrane and bending stiffnesses
for an orthotropic shell.

6.2 The Bending-Strip Method and a Complete Variational
Statement of the Structural Mechanics Problem

Bending strip
(physical domain)

2

.
Patch 1

.
22 C° patch connection with
common control points

Quadratic EQ g
basis

x(€) Bending strip stiffness:

st 0 0 0 &, E, 0 0| xy,

Linear S?|=/0 0 0| &, [+& 0 0 0O &y

basis

52| [0 0 0]z, 0 0 0]z,

&

Zero membrane
stiffness

Directional bending
stiffness

. Bending strip
61 (parametric domain)

Fig. 41 Schematic of the bending-strip method.

The expression for of the internal virtual work given by
Eq. (79) is only meaningful when the shell midsurface is
described using a smooth geometrical mapping. In the case

when the regularity of the mapping reduces to the C° level,
the terms involving the curvature tensors, which rely on the
second derivatives of the geometrical mapping, lead to non-
integrable singularities, and the formulation may not be used
as is. However, for complex structures, the geometry defi-
nition often requires that the continuity of the geometrical
mapping is reduced to the C° level (think of a trailing edge
of an airfoil or an I-beam, the latter being a non-manifold
surface).

In [13], a method was prosed to handle complex multi-
patch shell structures in the context of the rotation-free
Kirchhoftf-Love theory, called the “bending-strip method”
3. The main idea behind the method, illustrated in Figure 41,
consists of the following. It is assumed that the shell struc-
ture is comprised of smooth subdomains, such as NURBS
patches, that are joined with C%-continuity. In addition, thin
strips of fictitious material, also modeled as surface NURBS
patches, are placed at patch intersections. The triples of con-
trol points at the patch interface, consisting of a shared con-
trol point and one on each side, are extracted and used as a
control mesh for the bending strips. The parametric domain
of each bending strip consists of one quadratic element in
the direction transverse to the interface and, for simplicity
and computational efficiency, of as many linear elements as
necessary to accommodate all the control points along the
length of the strip. The material is assumed to have zero
mass, zero membrane stiffness, and non-zero bending stiff-
ness only in the direction transverse to the interface. The
transverse direction may be obtained using the local basis
construction given by Egs. (58) and (59), however, other op-
tions may be explored.

Let I') and I} denote the structure midsurface in the ref-
erence and deformed configurations, respectively, and let I’ g
denote the bending-strip domain, where I g is a union of
the bending-strip patch subdomains. Let S;f and ‘V;’ denote
the discrete trial and test function spaces for the structural
problem. We seek the displacement of the shell midsurface
y" € 8!, such that ¥ 6y" € VI

ath
SV - oh | ——
jf‘?_ y -p th( gy

+ f 68" - (Aéh +Bzh) dr
ry

- fh) dr
X

+ | " (Béh + Dzh) dar
Iy

+f57<".D”E"dr—f
r I

In the above, the superscript / denotes all the discrete quan-
tities, p is the structural mass density in the deformed con-

sy" -h"dr = 0. (82)

3 The method in its current form was developed and implemented
at the University of California, San Diego, when J. Kiendl, at the time
a PhD student in the group of K.-U. Bletzinger at the Technical Uni-
versity of Munich, was visiting the research group of Y. Bazilevs. The
method has similarities with the concept of “continuity patches”, intro-
duced by K.-U. Bletzinger and collaborators in [128].



29

figuration, f is the body force (e.g. gravity), and h is the pre-
scribed surface traction on (/7),. The terms on the first line
of Eq. (82) represent the inertial and body forces. The terms
on the second and third lines were derived in the previous
section. The term fr{; s&" - DP&" dr is penalty-like, and rep-

resents the contribution of the bending strips to the structural
formulation given by Eq. (82). Here D? is the bending stiff-
ness of the strips:

n,
D’ = L¢P, 83
1 (83)
where
E, 00
c’=1000], (84)
000

and Ej is the scalar bending-strip stiffness, typically chosen
as a multiple of the local Young’s modulus of the shell. This
design of the material constitutive matrix ensures that the
bending strips add no extra stiffness to the structure. They
only penalize the change in the angle during the deforma-
tion between the triples of control points at the patch inter-
face. The stiffness E£; must be high enough so that the change
in angle is within an acceptable tolerance. However, if E; is
chosen too high, the global stiffness matrix becomes badly
conditioned, which may lead to divergence in the computa-
tions.

Remark 13 Because of the structure of the bending-strip
term in Eq. (82), the method may be interpreted as a
physically-motivated penalty formulation.

Remark 14 In IGA, the possibility to employ smooth sur-
face descriptions directly in analysis has led to the develop-
ment of new shell element formulations. Besides the refer-
ences cited in this section, the reader is referred to [45; 46;
47; 38; 129] for relevant work on shells. We would also like
to note that references [45; 46; 47] predate the development
of IGA.

6.3 Time Integration of the Structural Mechanics Equations

In the case of wind-turbine rotors, the structural motions are
dominated by the rotation of the blades around the hub axis.
In [15], the authors proposed to take advantage of this fact
and modify a class of standard time integration techniques
to exactly account for the rotational part of the structural
motion.

For this, as a first step, it is useful to decompose the
structural displacement y into its rotation and deflection
components as

Y =Yo+Ya (85)
The rotational component of the displacement may be com-
puted as

yo = (R(0) —I) (X - Xo), (86)

where X are the coordinates of the structure reference con-
figuration, X is a fixed point, 8 is the time-dependent angle
of rotation, R(#) is the rotation matrix, and I is the identity
matrix. We specialize to the case of rotation about the z-axis,
which gives

&7

cosf —sinf 0
o 0 1]

R(®) = [sin@ cos6 0

The total structural velocity and acceleration may be com-
puted as

ay" T .
Sl Y=Y +¥a = ROX - Xo) + ¥4, (88)
X
*y" )
i ¥ =¥o+¥s=ROX-Xo) +¥a, (89)
X
where
—sin@ —cos8 0
R@®) =| cos@ —sinb 016, (90)
0 0 0

—sinf —cos 6 0
cosf —sinf 0 [6. (91)
0 0 O

—cosf sind 0
R(@#) =| —sinf —cos6 0
0 0 O

& +

We repeat this decomposition at the discrete level, where we
operate directly on the nodal or control-point displacement
degrees of freedom. For this, we let U, U, and U be the vec-
tors of nodal or control point displacements, velocities, and
accelerations, respectively. We set

U=0U,+0U, 92)
U=U,+0,, (93)
U= I“JQ + Ud, 94)
where Uy, Uy, and Uy are given by
Us = (R(®) - D (X - Xp), 95)
Uy = ROX - X)), (96)
Uy = ROX - Xo). (Ch)

The above Egs. (95)-(97) present an exact relationship be-
tween the nodal or control point displacements, velocities,
and accelerations corresponding to the rotational motion. To
relate the deflection degrees of freedom between time levels
t, and t,,1, we make use of the standard Newmark formulas
(see e.g., [130]):

U =05+ 4 ((1 - )0 + U5, (98)

AP " 3
Up™ = Uy + 00+ = (1= 280 + 28057). (99

where y and S are the time integration parameters chosen to
maintain second-order accuracy and unconditional stability
of the method.
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Combining exact rotations given by Egs. (95)—(97) and
time-discrete deflections given by Egs. (98)—(99), we obtain
the following modified Newmark formulas for the total dis-
crete solution:

Un+l ZARn+1(X _ X())
+ U+ 4t ((1 =)0 + 0,
Un+1 ZARn+1(X _ XO)

(100)

AP o
U+ A" + Tt ((1 = 280" +280™), (101)

where
AR™ = R [R” +At((l - R + yR"“)] . (102)

and

AR"+1 - Rn+1 _

n » 14 Atz 7 pn+1
R" + AR +7((1—2ﬁ)R +2BR™)|.
(103)

We employ Eqgs. (100)—(103) for the time integration of the
structure.

Remark 15 In the case of no rotation, for which R is an
identity, Egs. (100)—(103) reduce to the standard Newmark
formulas. In the case of no deflection, pure rotation is like-
wise recovered.

7 FSI Coupling and Aerodynamics Mesh Update

In this section we briefly summarize our FSI coupling pro-
cedures for wind-turbine simulations. The fluid and struc-
tural equations are integrated in time using the generalized-
alpha method. In the case of the structure, the modified New-
mark formulas given by Egs. (100)-(103) are employed to
enhance the accuracy of the time integration procedures in
the presence of large rotation. Within each time step, the
coupled equations are solved using an inexact Newton ap-
proach. For every Newton iteration the following steps are
performed. 1. We obtain the fluid solution increment hold-
ing the structure and mesh fixed. 2. We update the fluid so-
lution, compute the aerodynamic force on the structure and
compute the structural solution increment. The aerodynamic
force at control points or nodes is computed using the con-
servative definition (see, e.g., [131; 132] for the importance
of using the conservative definitions of fluxes near essen-
tial boundaries and in coupled problems). 3. We update the
structural solution and use elastic mesh motion to update
the fluid domain velocity and position. We note that only
the deflection part of the mesh motion is computed using
linear elastostatics, while the rotation part is computed ex-
actly. This three-step iteration is repeated until convergence
to an appropriately coupled discrete solution is achieved.
The proposed approach, also referred to as “block-iterative
coupling” (see [124; 67; 57] for the terminology), is stable
because the wind-turbine blades are relatively heavy struc-
tures.

Remark 16 For this coupling strategy the fluid and struc-
tural meshes may or may not be conforming. In the case of
conforming meshes, the conservative nodal or control-point
traction vector from the fluid side is applied directly at the
nodes or control points of the structure, while the structural
nodal or control-point kinematic data is applied directly to
the nodes or control points of the fluid. When the fluid and
structural meshes are non-conforming, additional projection
of the traction and kinematic data is necessary before they
are transferred to the neighboring subdomain. In this paper
we only present conforming mesh simulations.

We conclude this section with the discussion of a spe-
cial technique we devised in [15] to update the kinemat-
ics (position and velocity) of the fluid mesh. Typically, one
employes the equations of linear elastostatics subject to dy-
namic boundary conditions coming from the structural dis-
placement to update the position and velocity of the fluid
mesh (see, for example, the elasticity-based mesh-moving
method introduced in [88; 89]). In the case of wind turbines,
which are dominated by rotation, this may not be a preferred
procedure due to the fact that the linear elastostatics opera-
tor does not vanish on large rotational motions. This, in turn,
may lead to the loss of the fluid mesh quality if one plans
to simulate the FSI problem for many revolutions of the
wind-turbine rotor. As a result, for the present application,
we modify our fluid mesh motion strategy as follows. We
take advantage of the fact that the structural displacement
vector is already decomposed into the rotation and deflec-
tion parts. As a result, as the increment of the structural dis-
placement is computed, we extract the deflection part, apply
the elasticity-based mesh-moving method [88; 89] to com-
putation of just the deflection part of the mesh displacement,
rotate the (deformed) mesh from the previous time level to
the current time, and add the mesh deflection increment to
obtain its current position. For a precise mathematical for-
mulation of this procedure see [15].

Remark 17 For a variety of other mesh update strategies
the reader is referred to [90; 91; 84].

8 Simulation of the Micon 65/13M Wind Turbine with a
CX-100 Blade

This section is adapted from [95]. We simulate the Micon
65/13M wind turbine at field test conditions [133]. Micon
65/13M is a three-blade, horizontal-axis, fixed-pitch, up-
wind turbine with the total rotor diameter of 19.3 m and
rated power of 100 kW. The hub is located at the height
of 23 m. The wind turbine stands on a tubular steel tower,
with a base diameter of 1.9 m. The drive train genera-
tor operates at 1200 rpm, while the rotor spins at a nom-
inal speed of 55 rpm. The Micon 65/13M wind turbine
was used for the Long-Term Inflow and Structural Testing
(LIST) program [134] initiated by Sandia National Labo-
ratories in 2001 to explore the use of carbon fiber in wind
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turbine blades. Three experimental blade prototypes, GX-
100, CX-100 and TX-100, were developed specifically for
this project. We use the CX-100 conventional carbon-spar
blade design [133; 135]. The NREL S821, S819 and S820
airfoils are used to define the blade geometry. The details of
the blade geometry definition are provided in Table 7.

RNodes Chord AeroTwst Airfoil
0.200 0.356 29.6 Cylinder
0.600  0.338 24.8 Cylinder
1.000 0.569 20.8 Cylinder
1.400 0.860 17.5 NREL S821
1.800 1.033 14.7 NREL S821
2.200 0.969 12.4 NREL S821
3.200 0.833 8.3 NREL S821
4.200 0.705 5.8 NREL S819
5.200 0.582 4.0 NREL S819
6.200 0.463 2.7 NREL S819
7.200 0.346 1.4 NREL S819
8.200 0.232 0.4 NREL S819
9.000 0.120 0.0 NREL S820

Table 7 CX-100 blade geometry definition with “RNodes” (m),
“Chord” (m), “AeroTwst” (°), and “Airfoil” type.

8.1 Eigenfrequency Analysis of the CX-100 Blade

Trailing edge

Fig. 42 Left: Five primary sections of the CX-100 blade; Right: 32
distinct material zones of the CX-100 blade.

The blade structure is comprised of five primary sec-
tions: leading edge, trailing edge, root, spar cap, and shear
web. The sections are shown in Figure 42. Each section is
further subdivided into zones, each consisting of a multi-
layer composite layup. There is a total of 32 zones with con-
stant total thickness and unique laminate stacking. The effec-
tive material properties for each of the zones are computed
using the procedures described Section 6.1. All 32 zones are
identified on the blade surface and are shown in Figure 42.
For more details of the material composition of the CX-100
blade see [95].

Control points  Elements
Mesh 1 3,469 1,846
Mesh 2 7,411 4,647
Mesh 3 25,896 18,611

Table 8 NURBS blade meshes used in the eigenfrequency analysis.

Mode 1 Mode 2 Mode 3

Mesh 1 8.28 15.92 19.26
Mesh 2 8.22 15.61 18.21
Mesh 3 8.22 15.6 18.01
Experiment 7.6-8.2 15.7-18.1 20.2-21.3

Table 9 Comparison of experimentally measured and computed nat-
ural frequencies (in Hz) for the free case. Mode 1 is the first flapwise
mode, Mode 2 is the first edgewise mode, and Mode 3 is the second
flapwise mode.

Mode1 Mode2 Mode3

Mesh 1 433 11.82 19.69
Mesh 2 4.29 11.61 19.08
Mesh 3 4.27 11.54 18.98
Experiment 4.35 11.51 20.54

Table 10 Comparison of experimentally measured and computed nat-
ural frequencies (in Hz) for the clamped case. Modes 1-3 are the first
three flapwise bending modes.

Fig. 43 First flapwise bending mode (top) and second flapwise bend-
ing mode (bottom) for the clamped case.

We perform eigenfrequency calculations of the CX-100
blade using three quadratic NURBS meshes. The coarsest
mesh has 1,846 elements, while the finest mesh has 18,611
elements. The mesh statistics are summarized in Table 8.
The eigenfrequency results are compared with the experi-
mental data from [136; 137]. We compute the case with free
boundary conditions and the case when the blade is clamped
at the root. In both cases, the computed natural frequencies
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are in good agreement with the experimental data (see Ta-
bles 9 and 10). The medium mesh shows a good balance
between the computational cost and accuracy of the results.
For this reason, this mesh is chosen for the FSI computa-
tions presented in what follows. The mode shapes computed
using the medium mesh for the clamped case are shown in
Figure 43.

8.2 Aerodynamics and FSI Computations of the Micon
65/13M Wind Turbine

Fig. 44 Top: The computational domain and problem mesh with the
refined inner region for better flow resolution near the rotor; Bottom:
2D blade cross-section at /R = 70% and the boundary-layer mesh.

In this section, we present aerodynamic and FSI sim-
ulations of the full Micon 65/13M wind turbine. For both
cases, a constant inflow wind speed of 10.5 m/s and fixed
rotor speed of 55 rpm are prescribed. These correspond
to the operating conditions reported for the field tests

in [133]. The air density and viscosity are 1.23 kg/m? and
1.78x107> kg/(m-s), respectively. Zero traction boundary
conditions are prescribed at the outflow and no-penetration
boundary conditions are prescribed at the top, bottom, and
side surfaces of the outer (stationary) computational domain.
No-slip boundary conditions are prescribed at the rotor, na-
celle, and tower, and are imposed weakly.

Figure 44 shows the computational domain and mesh
used in this study. The mesh consists of 5,134,916 linear el-
ements, which are triangular prisms in the rotor boundary
layers and tetrahedra everywhere else in the domain. The
mesh is refined in the rotor and tower regions for better flow
resolution near the wind turbine. The size of the first ele-
ment in the wall-normal direction is 0.002 m, and 15 layers
of prismatic elements were generated with a growth ratio of
1.2. Figure 44 shows a 2D blade cross-section at 70% span-
wise station to illustrate the boundary-layer mesh used in the
computations. The time-step size is set to 3.0x107 s.
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Fig. 45 Aerodynamic torque history for the FSI and rigid-blade simu-
lations. The experimental range for the aerodynamic torque and its av-
erage value are provided for comparison and are plotted using dashed
lines.

In Figure 45 the time history of the aerodynamic torque
is plotted. As can be seen from the plot, using FSI, we cap-
ture the high frequency oscillations caused by the bend-
ing and torsional motions of the blades. In the case of the
rigid blade the only high-frequency oscillations in the torque
curve are due to the trailing-edge turbulence. For the rigid
blade case the effect of the tower on the aerodynamic torque
is more pronounced, while in the case of FSI it is not as visi-
ble due to the relatively high torque oscillations. The “dips”
in the aerodynamic torque can be seen at 60°, 180°, and 300°
azimuthal angle, which is precisely when one of the three
blades is passing the tower.

The computed values of the aerodynamic torque are plot-
ted together with field test results from [133]. The upper and
lower dashed lines indicate the aerodynamic torque bounds,
while the middle dashed line gives its average value. Both
the aerodynamic and FSI results compare very well with the
field test data.

Figure 46 shows the relative wind speed at the 70% span-
wise station rotated to the reference configuration to illus-
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Fig. 46 Relative wind speed at the 70% spanwise station for the FSI
simulation at = 0.86 s (top) and ¢+ = 1.06 s (bottom). The blade
deflection is clearly visible.

trate the blade deflection and complexity of boundary-layer
turbulent flow. Figure 47 shows the flow field as the blade
passes the tower.

Fig. 47 Wind speed contours at 80% spanwise station as the blade
passes the tower.
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9 Pre-Bending of the Wind-Turbine Blades

No wind

(a) Without pre-bending (b) With pre-bending

Fig. 48 Using pre-bent blades to ensure tower clearance and rotor op-
eration in its design configuration.

The rotor blades of a wind turbine need to be designed
such that they do not strike the tower as the rotor turns in
strong winds. This may be accomplished with blade pre-
bending. In this case, the blades are manufactured to flex
toward the wind when the rotor is mounted on the tower.
Once the blades are exposed to the wind, and the rotor starts
turning, the blades are straightened to achieve their design
shape. This situation is graphically illustrated in Figure 48.
Besides tower clearance, pre-bending of the blades engen-
ders additional benefits. For example, the blades need not be
quite as rigid because the amount of allowable deflection is
greater. This makes it possible to use less material overall,
and fewer processed materials, resulting in lighter and more
economical blades. Pre-bending of the blades also results in
a more compact nacelle design. During operation, the pre-
bent blades straighten to their designed configuration, which
is typically optimized for best possible aerodynamic perfor-
mance.

Given the above advantages, it is important that one is
able to determine the correct pre-bent shape given the blade
structural and aerodynamic design, and the wind-turbine op-
erating conditions (i.e., wind and rotor speeds). In [14], we
proposed a method that makes use of standalone compu-
tational fluid and structural mechanics procedures to ob-
tain a pre-bent shape of the wind-turbine blades. The main
idea consists of performing an aerodynamics simulation of a
rigidly-rotating rotor to obtain the aerodynamic load acting
on the blade. Given the aerodynamic and inertial loads act-
ing in the design configuration, a stress-free pre-bent blade
configuration is found using a simple iterative procedure
that requires a sequence of structural mechanics simula-
tions. Note that in the proposed approach the aerodynamic
and structural computations are decoupled, which avoids the

challenges involved in solving the coupled FSI problem. In
this section, we summarize the method and show the sup-
porting computations. We follow the developments of [14].

9.1 Problem Statement and the Pre-bending Algorithm

We begin with the statement of virtual work for the structure
from Eq. (82), where only the stress terms are left on the
left-hand-side: find the displacement of the shell midsurface
y" € S, such that for ¥ 6y" € V}

f 5g" - (A?:h + Bzh) dr

ry

+ f 5K - (BEh + DEh) dr
ry

+f oK' - DR dr =
r

ath
- Svt - oh | ——
\fF; y -p rh( gy

Although the virtual work equations hold true, the problem
setup is unusual in that the stress-free reference configura-
tion I is unknown and the final configuration I} is given.
The formulation given by Eq. (104) is a form of the in-
verse deformation problem, whose general formulation and
treatment was proposed in [138], and further analyzed and
studied computationally in [139]. In these references, the fo-
cus was placed on developing the right kinematic and stress
measures for the inverse deformation problem. Here we de-
velop a simple algorithm for the solution of the inverse de-
formation equations with application to wind-turbine blades.

We assume that the rotor spins around its axis at a con-
stant angular speed and that the inflow wind conditions do
not change. With this setup, the blade is subjected to a
constant-in-time centripetal force density (per unit volume)
given by

- f’l) dr + f sy" - h' dr.
X P
(104)

2N

o
pSr| = pex@x(x-x). (105)

X

where the coordinate system of the current configuration is
assumed to rotate with the blade, w is the vector of angu-
lar velocities, and X is a fixed point. The centripetal force
density per unit volume may be directly computed as

—pxt?
—py6?
0

PW XWX (X —Xq) = , (106)

where we assume that the coordinate system of the blade is
chosen such that the y-axis is aligned with the blade axis, and
the blade rotates around the z-axis with a constant angular
speed 6.

The time-averaged aerodynamics traction vector h” in
Eq. (104) may be obtained from a separate aerodynamics
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computation of a rigidly-spinning rotor using the methods
described in the earlier sections. (See [140] for the compu-
tation of time-averaged traction vector for moving boundary
simulations.)

In [14], we proposed the following two-stage iterative
approach to solve the variational equations (104) for the
shell midsurface displacement, which, in turn, gives the
stress-free reference configuration.

Initialization: We initialize the unknown reference
configuration to coincide with the current configuration,
that is,

ry=r, (107)

which implies

(108)

Step 1: Given the reference configuration I, we solve the
standard nonlinear structural problem: find the structural dis-
placement y" € S relative to I'}, such that ¥ 5y" € V!

s&" - (Aé” + BEh) dr
ry
+ f 5Eh~(B§h+D,‘<h) dr
-

0

+f oK' - DR dI =
g

- f 6Y" - (phuw X (@ X (x — X)) dI" + f sy" - h'dr.
r I
(109)

Standard Newton—Raphson iteration is employed in this
work to compute the solution of the nonlinear structural
problem given by Eq. (109).

Step 2: Given the displacement solution y" from Step
1, we update the reference configuration as

ry={X|X=x-y" vxer;}, (110)

and return to Step 1 using y” as the initial data.

Steps 1-2 are repeated until convergence, that is, until
y" satisfies Eq. (109).

The above algorithm is based on the idea of comput-
ing negative increments of the displacement, or increments
of the displacement away from the current configuration,
until the reference configuration is found. The mathemat-
ical justification for this approach may be found in the
appendix of [14]. In what follows, we will illustrate the
good performance of the proposed algorithm on a full-scale
wind-turbine blade subject to realistic wind and inertial
loads.

9.2 Pre-bending Results for the NREL SMW Wind-Turbine
Blade

=
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Fig. 49 Blade tip displacement convergence as a function of the itera-
tion number.

The blade design and wind conditions for the pre-
bending computations presented here are taken from [15].
Figure 49 shows the tip displacement convergence of the it-
erative pre-bending algorithm. After a few (5-6) iterations of
the two-step pre-bending algorithm the tip exhibits no fur-
ther visible displacements, and the computation is stopped
after a total of 15 iterations. Figure 50 shows the initial and

Fig. 50 Rotor blade design and pre-bent configurations superposed.
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the final stress-free blade shapes. As expected, the blade
bends into the wind. The tip deflection is predicted to be
5.61 m.

We examine the stress distribution in the composite plies
of the blade skin. For each ply we compute the Cauchy stress
tensor components with respect to the local Cartesian basis
that is aligned with the material axes. The first basis vec-
tor points in the direction of the fiber and the second in the
direction of the matrix, which is orthogonal to the fiber di-
rection (see Egs. (58) and (59)). The maximum values of the
tensile (o), compressive (o), and in-plane shear stresses
are computed for each ply. The highest ratio of the predicted
Cauchy stress and the composite strength, i.e, 0"2 /0"2’“, oc-
curs for the tensile stress in the direction of the matrix mate-
rial. Although the ratio does not exceed 0.6, which means the
predicted stress is below the composite failure strength, we
feel this value is somewhat high. In the rest of the stress com-
ponents the ratios are significantly lower. Figure 51 shows

Fig. 51 Normal stress distribution in the direction of the matrix ma-
terial for the 0° ply number 14. Top: Pressure side. Bottom: Suction
side.

the distribution of 07, in the 0° ply number 14, which has the
highest ratio of o7 / 0';’“. The pressure side of the blade is in
tension, while the suction side of the blade is in compres-
sion as expected. However, the level of the tensile stress is
not very far from the tensile failure strength, which suggests
that stronger matrix material may be desirable for this blade
design.

10 Concluding Remarks

We provided an extensive overview of the aerodynamic and
FSI analysis of wind turbines carried out in recent years with
the ALE-VMS and ST-VMS methods. The techniques com-
plementing these core methods include weak enforcement
of the essential boundary conditions, NURBS-based isoge-
ometric analysis, using NURBS basis functions in tempo-
ral representation of the rotor motion, mesh motion and also
in remeshing, rotation representation with constant angular
velocity, Kirchhoff—-Love shell modeling of the rotor-blade
structure, and full FSI coupling. These techniques were in-

cluded in our overview. The wind-turbine analysis cases pre-
sented include the aerodynamics of standalone wind-turbine
rotors, wind-turbine rotor and tower, and the FSI that ac-
counts for the deformation of the rotor blades. The specific
wind turbines considered were NREL SMW, NREL Phase
VI and Micon 65/13M, all at full scale. In the case of NREL
Phase VI and Micon 65/13M we also presented a successful
comparison with the experimental data. Overall, this article
demonstrates that the ALE-VMS and ST-VMS methods, to-
gether with a number of new supporting techniques, have
brought the aerodynamic and FSI analysis of wind turbines
to a new level, where such analyses can contribute more to
simulation-based design and testing.
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